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PREFACE. 



To those amongst God's own people who feel in 
themselves the truth of the apostle's words, that 
" to be spiritually-minded is life and peace/^ and 
whose earnest desire it is that their own path 
should "shine more and more unto the perfect 
day/' these Sermons are affectionately inscribed. 

A. T. C. 
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SERMON I. 

PREPARATION FOR HEAVEN NECESSARY. 

Rev. xxii. 3, 4. 

" And there shall be no more curse : but the throne of God and of the 
Lamb shall be in it ; and his servants shall serve him. And they 
shall see his face ; and his name shall be in their foreheads." 

There is a subject of vital importance on which I fear 
many Christian persons think but little, at any rate they 
do not give it its due place in their minds and thoughts- 
The subject to which I refer is that of " readiness for 
heaven." I mean that the soul should be in such a state 
as to enjoy heaven; that when the time comes for so 
great and glorious a change as that from corruption to 
incorruption, that then the soul should be prepared for 
such a change. 

Concerning this very thing many persons' ideas are 
all wrong. They know that heaven is a place of happi- 
ness and bliss; and so they immediately take it for 
granted that they themselves would be thoroughly happy 
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there, if only they could manage to get there. Never 
was a greater mistake than that. There are very many 
persons to whom, in their present state, heaven would be 
anything but a happy place. Take, for instance, the 
ungodly man. In what kind of things does he now find 
his chief pleasure ? In sin — ^in things that God has/or- 
hidden — ^in a life in which God and Christ are not — in 
the constant society of men and women like himself. 
It is from this kind of thing that he draws his chief 
pleasure now. Very well, then, now come to eternity. 
Would he find those sources of pleasure in heaven ? If 
not, could he be happy there ? Certainly not, unless a 
most tremendous clmnge had first taken place in his 
whole soul; and it is utterly impossible that such a 
change could take place after death. Just imagine the 
soul of such an ungodly man entering heaven, if indeed 
the thing were possible ! He would see the throne of 
God and of the Lamb. Yes, but that is the very thing 
that he has avoided all through his life. He has hated 
all thought of Ood's presence. Will he, then, be happy 
in that presence now f Then, too, what sort of company 
would he have in heaven ? His companions there would 
be holy angels and the spirits of God's saints. Would 
such a one be happy in their presence? Would he 
know how to speak to them? Could he sympathise 
with them in their holy adoration ? Could he join with 
them in their everlasting song of praise ? Certainly not. 
These are the very ones whose companionship such a 
one has hated during life; and is it likely that he could 
ever Ic/ve that companionship after death f 

Then, supposing such a one to die in sin as he has 
lived in sin. Suppose it were possible to enter heaven 
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with all his nncleanness upon him. How would he feel 
in his own " filthy rags" amidst those who were clad in 
the shining robe of their Eedeemers righteousness? 
How could he remain in such a place with all his guilt 
uncleansed, and with all his sinful appetites and desires 
as strong as ever they were in life ? It is impossible. 
Such a one could not be happy in heaven. Were it not 
for the fire and for that endless torment, he would be far 
happier in hdl. 

The same thing exactly holds good even with believers 
also. Unless you be prepared for heaven before you 
die — prepared, I mean, by a growing likeness in your 
soul to what you will then find heaven itself to be — un- 
less you be thus prepared for heaven before you die^ 1 
do not see how you can be thoroughly happy tliere after 
death. 

It is an immensely important subject this, my brethren. 
Let me, then, proceed to unfold before you, from the 
text, what heaven will be like, in order to show what 
will be a state of soul ready and prepared for heaven. 
" And there sJmll be no more curse : but the throne of 
God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants 
shall serve him. And they shall see his face; and his 
name shall be in their foreheads," 

I. In the first place, then, in heaven " there shall 
BE NO more curse." We need not be in doubt as to 
what that means. Sin is a curse. Death and all the 
other effects of sin are cursei^. So the apostle speaks of 
" the curse of the law;" the curse^ that is, that neces- 
sarily follows upon a broken law, upon broken command- 
merUs, When God was about to drive out Adam and 
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Eve from Eden, He said to Adam, " Cursed is the ground 
for thy sake!' When Moses charged the Israelites before 
his death, he foretold to them certain fearful cm*ses which 
should come upon them and their land if they forsook 
the Lord. All those curses were the sad effect of sin. 

It is over and over again stated in the Bible that the 
curse of God remains upon all Adam's children until it 
l)e removed in Christ. We have this very plainly 
stated in the fifth of Komans, where we are told that 
*' through the offence of one many he dead;'* and, again, 
that " death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned!* 

The text, then, tells us that in heaven " there shall be 
no mcyre curse." That, of course, means that from all 
those who enter that heavenly rest the curse is removed ; 
not removed then, but removed beforehand. Nor does 
the Bible leave us in any doubt as to how that curse is 
removed. The apostle plainly tells us, in Gal. iii. 13, 
that " Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us : for it is written, Cursed 
is every on£ that hangeth on a tree!' 

Here, then, is the first gvsmA preparation for heaven. 
It is to have the curse removed ; and that through the 
cleansing of His blood who was *' madie a curse for us!' 
No a/ifer-preparation can be made until that is done, and 
done really. It must be done, too, while a long piece of 
life yet remains ; for until it be done, nmie of that after- 
preparation can take place. brethren, think you 
seriously and earnestly of this. Is the curse removed 
from you, or are you stiU under it? ^' I am the way, 
ihe tmth, and the life" says Christ ; " Tio man cometh 
%mfo the Father, but by me!' 



PREPARATION FOR HEAVEN NECESSARY. 5 

II. Again : the text tells us of heaven, that *' thb 

THRONE OF GtOD AND OF THE LaMB SHALL BE IN IT." 

That is, the throne of almighty God, the Father ; the 
throne also of Jesus, the crucified One, the Eedeemer. 
Those, therefore, who enter at last that heavenly city to 
dwell there, they will see those thrones, with those most 
Holy Ones seated upon them ; and not only will they see 
them, but they will be constantly near them, gazing, 
worshipping, praising, and adoring. One main part, 
therefore, of the heavenly state will be, you see, to re- 
main in constant nearness to " the throne of God and of 
the Lamb.*' 

Now, will that be a joyous matter, or will it not ? I 
have already shown that to the ungodly man it would be 
anything but joyous to remain near to the throne of God 
and of the Lamb. How, then, with the believer? I 
think it must be clear to you, that in order to be tho- 
roughly happy in that nearness to God's throne, you must 
know Him, and know Him intimately, beforehand. I 
cannot see how you could be at all happy in being con- 
stantly near to the Almighty's throne, unless you kneta 
and hved Him first. 

Here, then, we have another main part of the believer s 
preparation for heaven. While yet on earth, he must 
learn thoroughly to know his God, and to abide, even 
here below, in constant nearness to Him. 

Oh how greatly is this lost sight of, even by them that 
believe 1 A cold-hearted faith in redemption mercies is 
by many considered quite sufficient. They believe in the 
Christian ^t^A, but they live not the Christian's life. 

Now, mark ; the text speaks of " the throne of God 
and of the Lavnbl' The throne of the Father, that is, 
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and the throne of the crucified Redeemer. In your daily 
prayer you are taught by our Lord to say, " Our Faiher 
which art in heaven." Those words, " Our Father,'' imply 
an intimate and personal knowledge. Is it so indeed? 
Do joxx/eel the force of those words when you say them 
in your daily prayers ? Do you think of God as your 
Father in Christ; and are you ever conscious of His 
presence with you as such ? If not, if you don't know 
what it is to abide in nearness to Him on earth, you will 
never be happy when before His throne in heaven. Then, 
too, the text speaks of " the throne of the Lo/tnb" It 
means the Lamb that was slain in sojcrifice. It means 
the crucified Bed^eemer, the Lord Jesus Christ Near- 
ness, therefore, to the crucified One in heaven also 
implies nearness to that same crucified one on earth 
first. 

Oh, brethren, is that so ? ^^ To me to live is Christ" 
said the apostle Paul. The truly spiritttai life, you see, 
consists in a constant nearness to the crucified One ; near- 
ness in the thoughts, and nearness in the affections also. 
Without such nearness while on earth, there could not 
I)088ibly be any great happiness in such nearness after 
death in heaven, Eemember that, you who believe ; and 
seek evermore to dwell in the constant presence of the 
Father and of Christ. 

III. But the text goes on, and teUs us further, that in 
heaven " God's servants shall serve Him/' Who are 
His servants here spoken of ? The whole multitude, I 
suppose, of the heavenly host, and every inhabitant of 
heaven. They shall serve Qt)d there. They wiU serve 
Him in adoration and praise. They will serve Him in 
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eonstant and never-faiUrvg holiness. They will serve 
Him in being ever ready to do His bidding, 

1. In the first place, God's servants in heaven will 
serve Him in adoration and praise. Several glorious 
pictures of that heavenly adoration we have in this Book 
of the Eevelation. For instance, in the fourth chapter, 
we have f our-and-twenty elders falling down before the 
throne, and praising God for His work in creation. In 
the fifth chapter, we have those same elders singing a 
new song of praise to the Lamb, who was slain, and who 
had redeemed them to God by His blood. 

If, therefore, praise will be one of our grandest exer- 
cises in heaven, let it be first learned here gd. earth ; 
praise to the great Creator, praise also to the great Ke- 
deemer. brethren, strive after a thankful spirit. 
Amidst aU your joys, your trials, and earthly sorrows, let 
thoughts of silent praise, thankfuhiess, and contentment 
possess your souls. Eefiect much upon that redeeming 
work of Christ, whereby you were plucked as brands 
from the burning, in order that you may be able to join 
that new redemption song in heaven, and give everlasting 
praise " unto Him that loved yon, and toashed youjrom 
your sins in His oivn blood,'' 

2. There is, however, praise in the life as well as praise 
in the lips and heart ; and that is why I said that God's 
servants in heaven will serve Him also in constant and 
never-failing holiness. There will be no sin there ; but 
every thought, every word, and every action will be holy. 
In this also it is needful to make careful preparation here 
below. If we are not to sin in heaven, oh let us be care- 
ful, especially as the redeemed ones of Christ, not to sin 
upon earth. 
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Here, then, comes in the especial work of the Holy 
Spirit. That Spirit will fill the soul of every glorified 
one in heaven. Oh, if He indeed /?Herf the whole soul of 
every redeemed one upon earth, then the work of divine 
grace in that soul would be so constant and so power- 
ful, that such a one could not sin in the way that many, 
even disciples, do now. We might all exercise a greater 
self-denial than we do. We might praise and honour 
our God far more really in our lives than we do, — 
by " giving up ourselves to His service^ and by ivalk- 
ing before Him in holiness and righteousness all aiir 
days!* 

Let us all try after it, not only for our own present 
happiness, but also as 2i preparaiion for heaven, 

3. Then, too, Gk)d's servants in heaven will serve Him 
also in being ever ready to do His bidding. What our 
worh wiU be in the world to come we cannot yet tell. 
Certainly something will be given us to do ; for constant 
idleness could not be consistent with perfect happiness. 
We may be sent on missions to other distant worlds ; or, 
as some have thought, we may be appointed as guardians 
and watchers over a new race of frail beings, such as we 
are now ourselves. It may be so, or it may not be so : 
we cannot tell, for nothing is yet revealed. Sure we 
must be, however, that whatever may be our appointed 
work, we shall ever be ready and glad to do it. 

Let the same be the case now. Grod has much work 
for every believer to do, even while yet upon earth. 
There is work to be done in our own souls. There is 
work to be done also amongst those around us. Sinners 
have to be kindly and affectionately warned. Believers 
have to be comforted. Souls have to be saved. All this 
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may be our work ; and in it let us serve God here, that 
we may be ready to serve Him also in heaven, 

IV. Again : the text also tells us that the saints in 
heaven, those who are God's servants, " shall see His 
FACE." The " seeing of His face" must be taken in con- 
nexion with that word " servants,'' and with the heavenly 
" service" which those servants render. It means that 
whatever they do, all will be done by them in God's sight 
It speaks of that way of friendly intimacy and closeness 
of relationship with which God will appoint to each one 
his work. He will call them, as it were, to His throne, 
and declare to each one His high behests. 

Oh what happiness will there be in that I Let it be 
the same also h^re below, in order that in this also we 
may make preparation for the heavenly state. You 
know how, in the 42d chapter of Isaiah, Christ himself, 
in His human nature, is called " God's servant whom He 
upholds." You remember how ** His meat and drink 
was to do the will of Him that sent Him, and to finish 
His work" You know also how He did all as in His 
Fathers sight, and how often He lifted up His eyes to 
heaven and prayed. 

We can do the same. Do we need Divine help, each 
one in our appointed life-work? Would we wish for 
that intimacy of the Divine presence when setting about 
our work ; and would we desire the Divine approval when 
that work is done ? We can have it so. Access to the 
throne of grace is free and easy to the believer in Christ. 
There we may meet our God in faith. There we may 
tell Him all our difficulties ; and there we may receive 
answers to all our prayers. If, therefore, we are to " see 
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His face' in heaven^ let us ever be looking upward while 
upon earthy that we may see Him now iy faith ; and let 
us do so as a farther preparation for that bright here- 
after. 

V. And then once more ; the text tells us, lastly, of 
the saints in heaven, that " God's name shall be in 
THEIR foreheads." A like expression occurs in two 
other places in the same book. In the 12th verse of the 
3d chapter, we read of the promise to " him that over- 
cometh:" "Z will write upon him" says Christ, ^^the 
name of my God,'' We read also in the 14th chapter of 
those " hundred and forty and four thousand" who "stood 
upon the mount Sion," that " they had the Father's name 
toritten in their foreheads/' It means that the saints in 
heaven will have upon them a mark of ownership plain 
to be seen : a mark, it will be, by which the almighty 
Father will know them to be His. 

If, therefore, that mark of divine ownership is to be 
worn in heaven, it is quite clear that that same mark 
must first be stamped on the believer while yet upon 
earth. The Bible tells us of the Holy Spirit whereby 
we are sealed. That is God's mark : that is the sign by 
which believers are known, — have they the Spirit of God 
dwelling in them f Is that Holy Spirit working salva- 
tion, and salvation's holy fruits within them* ? It is thus, 
— ^by the inward work of the Holy Spirit, — it is thus that 
the Father's name is written on the believer s brow. 

brethren, see from what has been said how neces- 
sary it is to the full enjoyment of heaven to prepare for 
the heavenly state whUe you are yet in life. Heaven is 
but the full development of that eternal life which is 
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begun on earth. Not only must you believe, in order to 
be saved, but besides this, there must be a growing spi- 
rituality, a mind becoming more and more Christ-like, 
in proportion as the Holy Comforter does His heavenly 
work within. This is the right preparation for eternity ; 
and this is what the Bible means when it tells us that 
'* the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day" 



SEEMON II. 

TO BE WITH CHRIST. 
Phil, i, 23. 



" To be with Christ." 

Such is the great end and object of each believer s life ; 
it is " to be with Christ," to be with Him after death, 
to be with Him in that bright land beyond the grave, 
to be with Him in heaven. 

Each several believer is one of a large community, to 
whom the daily affairs and cares of this lower life must 
be of importance. He does his work, and attends to his 
business like other men ; and yet, amidst aU his occu- 
pations, the thoughts of each believer constantly travel 
onward, and fix themselves upon a certain bright and 
happy land beyond the grave, beyond the tomb. In that 
bright land that same believer looks to dwell. There he 
will rest from his labours ; there he will know no mo^re 
sorrow ; and there, as the cAze/part of his unending joy, 
he will " he with Christ!' It is of this that the Saviour 
speaks when He says to His disciples, " If I go and pre- 
pare a place for you, I will come again and receive you 
unto myself ; that where I am, there ye may he also!' 
It is of this that St Paul speaks, when he says that to 
"be absent from the body," is to be ^^ present with the 
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Lord;' and it is of this also that the same apostle speaks 
in our text, when he tells the Philippians that he has " a 
desire to depart and to he loith Christ^ 

Let us take the words of our text, and endeavour to 
fix our thoughts with profit upon them this morning. . 

I. The first point for consideration arising out of 
the whole passage is, that, to the mind of a believer, the 
greatest and chief est joy of heaven loill he that of which 
the text speaks— namely, " to be with Christ." Ob- 
serve, the apostle does not tell of his longing to be at 
rest. He does not speak of a desire to behold the glory 
of the eternal world. He does not say that he longs to 
hear the sounds that are uttered forth in heaven, to see 
the angels, or to behold the streets of gold, and the gates 
of pearls. No, but let me ask you to mark well what to 
the apostle's mind was evidently the chief joy of heaven 
— ^it was, " ^0 he with Christ!' " What I shall choose," 
he says, " I wot not ; for I am in a strait betwixt two ; 
having a desire to depart, and to he tvith Christ, which 
is far better." And, my brethren, to every truly spiritual 
mind this must ever be heaven s greatest and chiefest 

joy. 

Many persons think of heaven ; many look forward to 
it in the hope of one day being there. It is, however, 
likely that those who do so, look forward to it in different 
ways, and with different ends in view. This weary one 
looks for eternal rest. That sufferer lojigs for the land 
where ** there shall be no more pain." This curious one 
hopes to behold some dazzling blaze of divine glory. 
That hereaved one looks to meet again his friends, and 
be joined once more in a never-iewiing reunion. Others, 
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perhaps, look for something, they know not what — some- 
thing beyond their highest thoughts ; but the longings 
of him whose mind is truly spirittud are ^^ to be v)i& 
Christr 

Let me, then, proceed to open out the meaning of the 
passage, and to show you what it is that the words con- 
tain. The text would tell us, you see, that when the 
believers last change has come, when his spirit has 
parted from the body and entered into the things un- 
seen, then that spirit is not only in happiness and joy 
unspeakable, but it is with Christ — ^that is, the departed 
one is with the Lord; he is in the actual presence of 
Him whom his soul loves. 

And now turn your thoughts to \hsii preserwe in which 
the departed believer finds himself on entering the un- 
seen world. 

Who and what is Christ? Who and what is He 
now ? Who and what will He be to His servant then ? 
What Christ is to the believer now^ the same will He 
be to the believer then ; only with this difference, that 
now we see Him by faith, as it were, ^^ in a glass 
darkly" but then we shaU behold Him in glory ; as 
the apostle says, " We shall see him as he is" 

What, then, is Christ to the believer now f 

1. In the first place. He is a Saviour, " Thou shalt 
call His name Jesus," said the angel; "for He shall 
save His people from their sins." " Save!" Think of 
that word " save," my brethren ! What does it mean ? 
The culprit is condemned to die. On the eve of his 
execution the reprieve comes. He is "saved!" The 
shipwrecked sailor kneels on the vessel's deck, with hands 
uplifted in prayer to the great Euler of the waves. The 
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night is dark, and the storm howls around him ; but his 
prayer has been borne aloft, and has reached the ear of 
Him who rideth upon the wings of the wind. Now, the 
tempest rages more fiercely, and the waves rise higher. 
The vessel parts, and that same sailor is struggling with 
the waters; but see! wearied and exhausted, he has 
been picked up by the life-boat. His prayer was heard 
and answered. He is "saved!" In like manner, only 
with a far greater salvation, is the sinner saved. Saved 
from eternal death, saved from the wrath of God, saved 
from the misery that is caused by sin. 

Now, those who have been thus saved — ^those who feel 
in themselves that it is so — all such must be full of 
gratitude to their Saviour. And, my brethren, when 
we remember how that salvation was accomplished — 
when we reflect upon what it cost the Kedeemer him- 
self, the intense agony of mind caused by such a weight 
of sin ; then the pain and shame of the cross, followed 
by the dark and dreary grave ; when we remember that 
it was in this way that we were saved — ^then how can 
we help loving the Saviour ? 

Truly does St Peter say, " To you tvhich believe, 
Christ is jpreciousr 

If, then, Christ is precious to the believer, as a Saviour 
tipon earth, where that believer is chained down, in some 
degree, by the things of the world, and held back by 
"bodily and spiritual infirmities, — ^how much more will 
Be be precious as a Saviour in heaven ! Oh, try to pic- 
taire your first view of Christ, when you will " see Him 
^8 He is." You wiU then behold Him in His glcyry, in 
aomething like that glory, perhaps, in which the three 
favoured disciples beheld Him on the moimt, when " His 
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face did shine as the Kght, and His raiment was white 
and glistering." Then, if He is your Saviour now^ oh, 
how will you regard Him as your Saviour then f 

Is this He who " was despised and rejected of men ? " 
Is this the lowly Being who was " a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief," who suffered for me, who was 
bowed down to the earth in bitter agony, whose sweat 
was then like great drops of blood because of the anguish 
of His spirit, who "endured the cross despising the 
shame 1" Yes, brethren, it is the same ; and to aU this 
your minds will at once recur, when with your own eyes 
you behold Him seated upon the throne of His glory. 

Now, my brethren, if I speak to any spiritually-ininded 
persons this morning, — those, I mean, who value Christ 
indeed ; those to whom the things of the spiritual world 
are of far more account than the thiugs and affairs of 
this paseing world, — ^then you will understand what I 
mean. Christ is precious to you as a Saviour now ; and 
when you are with Him in glory, when you look back on 
all the past, and survey the wonders of salvation that 
have been wrought for you ; oh, then, I say, then as a 
Saviour, He will be more than ever precious to you. 

2. But again, to the believer on earth Christ is a friend 
in the best and highest sense. 

(1.) First, I would appeal to aU, even to those to whom 
a§ yet He is in no way precious. Is not Christ a friend 
to you ? Does He not desire to be your friend ? Does 
He not entreat you to let Him be your friend ? You 
must all own that. You must confess it in your hearts, 
if not with your lips. Though some of you may not yet 
have cordially embraced the salvation offered you in 
Him, still you are sufficiently acquainted with that sal- 
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vation to know that it is good. You know that it has 
to do with life eternal in heaven, and you know that 
heaven is a happy place. 

If these offers are made to you, my hrethren, even to 
you who receive them not heartily at present ; still you 
must confess that He who makes them must desire to 
be jonr friend. 

(2.) Let me, however, appeal to those who have re- 
ceived these gospel oflfers, to those who have laid hold of 
and embraced them cordially. Is Christ precious to you 
as a friend f Yes, my brethren, you at once call up 
many mierring tokens of that friendship. You see an 
evidence of it in that divine grace that is given you, 
which has again and again preserved you from falling 
when your feet had well-nigh slipped. 

You call to mind passages in your past lives, when 
Christ was very near to you ; times of weakness, times 
of trial, times of oppression, times of doubt, times of 
fear ; and you recollect how in those passages of your 
lives the words of the Saviour had their fulfilment : "I 
will not leave you comfortless ; I will come to you ; yet 
a little while, and the world seeth me no more ; but ye 
see me." In Him, and in His holy and cheering pre- 
sence, you have tasted of that living water, which having 
drunk, you can never thirst again. 

I speak, then, still to the spirituaUy-minded amongst 
you. If Christ is so precious to you on earth as a friend, 
how much more will He be so in heaven — when you be- 
hold Him in glory, when you "see Him as He is?" 
For then you will behold Him in His Godhead and in 
His manhood both; and as you fix your eyes on that 
glorious Being, who will be clothed with His heavenly 
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majesty, whose "countenance will shine as the light, 
whose raiment wiU be white and glistering," oh then, 
will you not feel, " How could such a Being stoop so 
low as to be the constant never-failing friend of such a 
poor, weak, sinful creature as I ? " 

3. But once more, remember that in Christ toe have 
the Father, and in Christ we have the Holy Spirit By 
the Spirit, both Christ, and the Father through Him, 
are revealed to the sinner s heart ; but it is also true that 
through Christ and His sufferings both the Father and 
the Spirit are savingly revealed to us; and the good 
things which flow forth to us from the knowledge of 
those two persons of the blessed Trinity, are some of the 
chief benefits of our Saviour's passion. Without Christ 
we cannot have the Father, and without Christ we can- 
not have the hallowed presence of that heavenly in- 
dweller, the good fruits of whose indwelling are love, 
and joy, and peace. In aU the good dealings of Provi- 
dence with you, you behold the Father s gracious hand. 
It is from Him that answers come to your prayers, for 
He sees in secret, and He rewards openly. It is like- 
wise *' the Father s good pleasure to give you the king- 
dom." Without Christ we can have no participation in 
that heavenly Father s love. 

So, too, with the Holy Spirit the Comforter. I speak 
to some, doubtless, who know by sweet experience 
what His inward presence is; and to you I may say, 
as our Lord did, " The world cannot receive Him, be- 
cause it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him ; hut ye 
know Him, for He dwelleth with you, and shall he in 
you!' 

This, too, is revealed to us through Christ. If then. 
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while on earth, we have the Father and the Holy Spirit 
through Christ, how much more so in heaven I Then 
the presence and love of the eternal Father, and the pre- 
sence and love of the eternal Spirit, will be more to ua 
than it is now, for we shaU understand it all better ; and 
then shaU we feel in a greater degree than we feel it 
now, that it was through Christ, and His death on our 
account, that all this was opened out and revealed to the 
once perisliing sinner. Then shall we understand how it 
was that " God spoke to us through His Son ; " and then 
shall we see how it was that that Son was " the bright- 
ness of the Father s glory, and the express image of His 
person." 

Now, my brethren, there is something very deep in all 
this, and intensely interesting to the spiritual mind. 

Christ is precious to the believer on eaiih for reasons 
that I have mentioned ; and if on earth, how much more 
so in heaven ! 

Thoughts like these they were, doubtless, that filled 
tlie apostle 8 mind as he wrote his letter to the Philip- 
pians. His mind was a spiritual mind. It was, so to 
speak, in heaven already, as he wrote. Christ was in- 
deed precious to him ; and therefore it was that in the 
earnest longings of his spirit he wrote those words — " To 
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain ; yet what I shall 
choose I wot not, for I am in a strait betwixt two ; hav- 
ing a desire to depart and to he with Christ, which is far 
better ; nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful 
for you." 

Such is what it will be " to he with Christ " — ^to be 
with Him after death, to be with Him in that bright 
land beyond the grave^ to be with Him in heaven. 
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II. And now, in drawing to a close, is it not evident 
that in order to be with Christ in lieaven you must be 
\vith Him first on earth f Oh ! I want you to think of 
that— to understand it — ^to see the necessity of it. What 
possible pleasure could there be in Uving with Christ in 
heaven, if you were to meet Him there as a stranger f 
Would you be happy in His presence ? Would there 
be any outgoings of your soul towards Him ? Would 
you feel for Him the smallest degree of love ? Nay, my 
brethren, certainly not, imless you have first known and 
loved Him here below. Here, then, you see the neces- 
sity and importance of what 1 have been aiming at all 
along in this sermon, namely, the spiritual mind. That 
is just the thing in religion. So many persons religion 
lacks just that ; and in lacking that it lacks aU ; for no 
religion can be real imless there be some degree of grow- 
ing spiritual-mindedness about it. The man or woman 
who worships here on the Simday, and then in no way 
lives near to God during the week ; is not that person s 
religion vain ? 

Oh, observe how it was with the apostle. Look into 
the passage before us, and there see into the apostle s 
own mind. To him "to die was gain ; " but at the 
same time, to him **to live was Christ." Mark that 
expression — " To me to live is Christ," That is, " If I 
live^ I am His, and He is mine ; my life shall be spent 
with Him ; " or, as he says in another place, " I am cru- 
cified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not Z, but 
Christ liveth in me" 

Brethren, how with you ? What are your thoughts 
at this moment ? Would it be gain to you if you were 
called to die ? Would you " depart to be with Christ ?" 
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And would that be gain, or would you count it as loss ? 
In order to understand this, ask yourselves if " <o you to 
live is Christ'* That is, are you living with Him and 
luear Him f Has He possession of your heart f Is He 
your all f 

1. First, as a Saviour f one on whose merits alone you 
have been led to hope ; one through whose sufferings and 
death you look for eternal life? Have you cast upon 
Him your sins ? Have you left off to trust in yourself ? 
and is Christ now your " hiding-place from the wind, 
and your covert from the tempest?" 

2. Is Christ precious to you as a Friend? — ^as the 
Friend, I mean, of the believer ? Can you take to Him 
your joys and sorrows ? Can you feel the comfort of His 
presence in your trials ? 

3. Is Christ precious to you as the revealer of the 
Father and of the Holy Spirit f Is it important to you 
the opening up of a way of access to the Father's throne 
of grace ? Is it of importance to you the secret indwell- 
ing of the Holy Spirit ? 

In these several ways, to the believer, " to live is 
Christ ;" and therefore to him " to die will be gain" 

Have I said something this morning beyond your pre- 
sent thoughts? Has our subject been in advance of 
jour present experience ? Brethren, if you had ever been 
'very near to eternity, you would better understand the 
meaning of all this, and feel the force of it. When the 
«oul draws near to enter within the veil; when you 
etand, as it were, on the banks of the river, waiting for the 
©ignal to pass over and appear before God, then do the 
xnisty shadows of earth pass away, and then do you see 
all in its true light : then, unless you have known and 
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loved the Saviour in life^ you feel how impossible it is to 
hope in Him in death. 

Let me press upon you all to be more in earnest. 
Pray for the spiritual mind. Pray to be brought nearer 
in your heail and in your affections. Then to you " to 
live wdll be Christ," and " to die will be gain." Then 
your life Avill be a happy one ; and then, when the call at 
last comes in God's own good time, it will be " to depart 
and he ivith Christ, which is far better," 



SERMON III. 

LIFE HID WITH CHRIST IN OOD. 

Col. iii, 3. 
" Your life is hid with Christ in God." 

This text of Scripture is very full of meaning. The 

words, though few in number, look deep down into the 

inner shrine, as it were, of the believer's experience. 

They tell us that the religion of the truly spiritual mind 

has in it something very deep, something far beyond the 

most keen-sighted penetration of the natural man. The 

religion of the true Christian does not consist in mere 

belief only, in the due observance of outward forms, nor 

even in a right conduct only towards his fellow-men. 

We must look deeper than that. We must look into 

that inner life of Ms oivn said. We must examine into 

that secret and hidden spirittiality, that magic cord, as 

it were, of thoughts and feelings rendered holy, by which 

a, connexion is formed between him and heaven. " If ye 

tten be risen with Christ," says the apostle, " seek those 

tilings which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right 

Ixand of God. Set your affections on things above, not 

On things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life 

hid tvith Christ in God,*' 
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The text contains so much, that we shall do best to 
consider it word by word. 

I. " Your life :" " Your life is hid." What a mys- 
terious word is that word " life ! " Look around you ; 
and wherever you go to look, you are met by that same 
mysterious little word. In all things there is " life" 
There is life in the trees. In some of those trees which 
have been found growing in American forests, and which 
have attained the enormous height of four hundred feet, 
it is calculated that life must have been going on in them 
for several thousand years. . There is life in the smaller 
plants, in flowers and in weeds, and in those creeping 
things which cover the depths of the forest. There is 
life in the beast of prey that lives in the jungle, as well 
jis in the creeping thing that creeps upon the earth. 
There is life in the air, from the eagle downwards to the 
smallest winged insect. There is life also in the sea, 
even to its lowest depths. In all this, I say, there is a 
mystery, which the creed of the infidel cannot fathom, 
and which can only be explained by belief in an all-wise 
and bounteous Creator. Thus the psalmist, in the 
beautiful language of inspiration, says, " Praise the Lord 
from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps ; mountains, 
and all hills; fruitful trees, and all cedars; beasts, 
and all cattle; creeping things and flying fowl. Let 
them praise the name of the Lord : for His name 
alone is excellent: His gloiy is above the earth and 
heaven." 

Then, too, there is life in man. Oh, who can attempt 
to fathom the mystery contained in those words of the 
Bible, " The Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
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ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life ; 
and man became a living soul ?" 

It is easy for the surgeon to tell us of the three great 
principles frpm whence our life proceeds, the heart, the 
lungs, and the brain ; but who can tell us how life came 
into them at the first, or how and why it leaves them 
when the body dies ? Each part of your body has run- 
ning through it a living stream from the heart That 
living stream is supplied by your food, and purified by 
your breath as it passes through your lungs. Thus life 
is given and kept going within you. It is a life eternal 
that can never end ; for even as we look around us at the 
graves in this churchyard, and think upon the sleeping 
dust ; even then must the words of our Lord to Martha 
contie into our minds, " Thy brother shall rise again,*' 

But now, there is a deeper and more inner hie than 
this ; and it is of that deeper and inner life that our text 
tliis morning speaks. I mean the life of the soul, the 
life of the believers soul, the life that sleeps not in the 
grave, but passes away at once from the scenes of earth 
tK) the more joyous scenes of the brighter world. What 
^liall I say to you concerning life in that sense ? 

All miuikuid are divided into two great classes. The 
X^tienibers of the one class live /or this world only ; and 
tiliough their life will not end with this world, yet life in 
next world to which they are bound is of so fearful 
sad a nature, that the Bible calls it " death," All 
le members of the other class are Hving, not for this 
"^vorld only, but they are using this world as a place of 
X^^paration for the next. Now, it is of the latter class 
^liat the Saviour speaks when He says, " / give unto 
^Aew eteiiml life." It is of these also that St John 
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speaks when he says, " This is the record, that God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son." 
These have eternal life, as the Bible says, " abiding in 
ihem!' 

Now, my brethren, when a man comes to Christ, in 
such a way as that his heart is indeed changed and made 
new, — whether that coining to Christ begin, as it should 
do, in earliest years, or whether it begin later in life, — 
when a man comes to Christ, so as henceforth to be a 
disciple, then at that moment there is given to him what 
the Saviour himseK calls " eternal life." It is a life no 
longer carnal, but spiritual. It is a life of " righteous- 
ness and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost/' It is a life 
whose object is the glory of God, and whose end is hea- 
ven. Life, in this sense, is derived from above. It is 
God's gift to him whose eyes have been opened to imder- 
stand and know spiritually the things that are " within 
the veil!' brethren, while some are passing through 
this world carelessly, enjoying its pleasures with no 
thought of what is to come after, others, whose hearts 
God has touched by the power of His Spirit, feel in 
themselves a new motive in living. They are conscious 
of an eternal existence already begun, which becomes 
brighter and brighter the more their experience of it 
opens out. " To them to live is Christ'' as the apostle 
says. Christ now enters into all their thoughts and pro- 
jects ; and aU the benefits of His cross and passion are 
theirs now and for ever. It is, then, of this life, this 
spiritual life, this life of the believer, that our text this 
morning speaks. 

II. Let us, then, pass on. The next word to be no- 
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ticed in the text is that word " hid : " *' Your life is hid." 
There are several senses in which we may take that 
word " hidr 

1. First, the believer's spiritual life is a life, in a man- 
ner, hidden from the ivorld. What I mean is explained 
by a reference to certain expressions contained in the 
Bible. The Saviom*, you know, likens the kingdom of 
heaven to a man finding " treasure hidden in afield!' 
In the same way our Lord tells us concerning the pro- 
mised Comforter, that " the woiid seeth him not, neither 
knoweth him" In the same chapter, He tells of Himself 
that His disciples " see Him," while " the world seeth 
Him no more." 

The meaning of these several passages is, that the 
things of heaven, the things that relate and belong to the 
eternal world, are hidden until they are revealed. And 
as these things have all of them to do with the spiritual 
life of them that believe, it follows that the life of the 
believer must be, in a measure, hidden from the ivorld. 

Not but what the world can see the effect of that life, 
both on the believer himself and on those around him ; 
for in this way the Bible bids us to " let our light so shine. ' 
But what I mean is, though the world sees the effect 
produced, they see not, they understand not, the life 
itself nor the source from whence it flows. If you speak 
of the spiritual life to a worldly-minded man, it is at 
once evident that you are talking of something far beyond 
his comprehension. He sees nothing in it, nothing that 
he can grasp and lay hold of. He understands not its 
joys. He believes that if they are joys at all, they must 
exist merely in the imagination. In short, the whole 
concern of the spiritual life is to the worldly-minded man, 
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as the Bible says, " foolishness." Thus, in this sense, 
may the life of the believer be said to be " hid ;" it is 
hid from the world around him. 

2. Or we may take that word *' hid" in the same sense 
in which the word ''sealed" is used in Eph. iv. 30. 

' Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption." Those who have 
received the gift of the Holy Spirit are by that Spirit 
" sealed" It means that they are known to God, marked 
off by Him, kept by Him. The seal of His Holy Spirit 
is placed upon them, that they may be kept " against 
that day." Though mingling with the rest of mankind 
in the socialities of daily life, one here, one there, still 
the eye of God is upon them, and they are marked by 
His Spirit. 

Take an illustration of what I mean. In the great 
African and Arabian deserts there are certain green spots 
called " oases." They are few and far between. They 
contain in them springs of water, surrounded by shady 
palm-trees. These oases in the desert, being so far 
apart, are hidden, as it were, from the traveller s eye ; 
but they are known to God; and to those shady, peace- 
ful spots in the desert, you will remember God led His 
people Israel more than once. Just in the same way 
are God's own people few amongst many, like shaded 
spots here and there amidst the wide barren waste ; and 
yet they are all known to God; they are marked against 
the great day of redemption by the seal of His Holy 
Spirit 

3. Or, once more, we may take that word " hid " as 
referring to the way in which God hides the spiritual 
life of His servant, and preserves it from dxxnger. On 
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this I shall have more to say presently. I would, how- 
ever, refer you to one or two instances of this in the 
Bible. To Abram God said, " Fear not, Abram, / am 
thy shield" — as much as to say, " No enemy can touch 
thee so long as I am with thee." Mark, too, how the 
spiritual life of Joseph was kept. It was assaulted in 
the house of Potiphar, and doubtless there were many 
other temptations around Joseph in that land of Egypt 
of which we are not told; yet Joseph was enabled to 
stand firm. David uses the word in exactly this sense 
in the 17th Psalm. " Keep me," he says, " as the apple 
of the eye : hide me under the shadow of Thy wings" 
In the same way the life of Job was hidden and kept by 
God ; so much so, that Satan complained that he was 
not permitted to touch him. So also was Daniel kept in 
the great kingdom of Babylon ; and though his enemies 
tried hard to shake his trust in God, that trust remained, 
Hs you know, unshaken. So, too, the apostle St Peter 
Rpeaks of our being " kept by the power of faith unto 
salvation." Thus is the spiritual life of the believer 
' * hid" It is hid from (that is, it is not understood by) 
the world; it is sealed by God's Spirit against the day 
of redemption ; it is also preserved and defended by Him 
from evil 

m. The text, then, tells us, in the third place, con- 
cieming the life of the believer, that it is " hid with 
CJhbist." " Your life is hid with Christ," are the 
"vvords. Here we go deeper still in this deep subject, 
^^ot only is the believer s life ** hid" hidden from the 
>?vorld'8 comprehension, hidden away in God's sight and 
:eeping, hidden and kept from attacks made against it, 
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but it is also " hid with Christ." The meaning of that 
appears to be, that wherever Christ is, there is the be- 
liever s spiritual life. Where, then, is Christ? The 
sixth chapter of Hebrews tells us that He has gone 
"within the veil," — ^that is. He is now in the unseen 
world. He is in heaven. There also then is the believer s 
spiritual life. (I am spealdng on deep subjects this 
morning, my brethren, and it requires a spiritual mind, 
of course, to understand them fully. Oh, but try to fol- 
low me in this ! for in these words you have it so plainly 
declared that true religion is something more than out- 
ward form.) Christ is in heaven, and the spiritual life 
of the believer is hid with Him tliere^ — ^that is, the 
l)eliever s thoughts are with Christ. The springs of all 
His actions are in heaven. His raind is with Christ, his 
hopes are with Christ. Whatever constitutes, so to speak, 
the life of the believer s soul, that is already along with 
Christ, hidden with Him within the veil. And this is 
something like what the apostle means when he tells the 
Ephesians that " God hath quickened us together with 
Christ, and hath raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in heavenly plojces in Christ Jesus/' Oh, glo- 
rious reality ! The disciples at Bethany saw the Lord 
ascend higher and higher, until a cloud received Him 
out of their sight. Who can tell us what there was 
beyond that cloud ? And yet there our minds and spirits 
ascend after our ascended Lord ; and beyond that cloud, 
far above that cloud, our lives are hid with Christ I How 
well is this expressed in one of our collects, where we 
pray that " like as we do believe our Lord Jesus Christ 
to have ascended into the heavens, so may we also, in 
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Tieart and mind, thither ascend, and with Him con- 
tinually dwell!' 

IV. But now we come, in the last place, to the crown- 
ing-point, as it were, of the whole passage. Not only is 
our spiritual life " hid" not only is it " hid with Christ" 
but the text farther tells us that it is " hid in God." 
" Your life is hid with Christ in God." What can be 
more complete than that ? But now, what does it mean? 
How is the believer s life that is " hid with Christ," how 
is it "Aid in Oodf" For an explanation of this we 
must again refer to one or two passages of Scripture. 
There are certain figures of speech in the Bible which 
throw light upon this verse, and explain how the be- 
liever s life is " hid in God!' One is contained in the 
prophecy of Ezekiel, concerning that gospel cedar spoken 
of in his 17th chapter. All fowl of every wing were to 
dwell under the shadow of its branches, — ^that is, of 
course, they would build their nests, and bring up their 
yoimg amidst the friendly shelter of its thick boughs. 
I need not remind you how careful the birds are to hide 
their nests that they may be safe. So is the life of the 
believer hid for safety in his God. Another image is 
that contained in the 91st Psalm. It is that of " dwell' 
ing in the secret place of the Most High, and abiding 
nnder the shadow of the Almighty!' This also speaks 
of quiet and calm security. A third image is that of 
the mother bird hiding her chickens under her wings. 
So David says, in a text before quoted, " Hide me wider 
the shadow of thy toings!* So, too, the Saviour said, as 
He wept over Jerusalem, " Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how 
often would I have gathered thy children together, even 
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as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings; and 
ye would not." That is a thing which all of you have 
often seen, and you can well understand it. A fourth 
image is that of being held in God's hand. " I give 
unto my sheep eternal life/' says Christ, " and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of 
my hand J* And then, in the next verse, He adds, " My 
Father, which gave them me, is greater than all ; and no 
man is able to pluck them out of my Fathers hand." 
We read, in the 40th chapter of Isaiah, that God *' hath 
measured the waters in the hollow of his hand'* If God 
can hold even the waters of the raging sea in His hand, 
and hide them there, so that th^y shall not pass their 
appointed bounds, how much more easily shall He hold 
the souls of His redeemed ! brethren, there is some- 
thing in all this which calls for your highest thoughts. 
Behold the safety of God's belie^dng servant ! God has 
so provided as that His servant shall be hidden in Him- 
self The spiritual life of His servant has been made 
pure and holy ; but it is yet weak and frail. Let it be 
kept ; let it be hidden ; kept from all enemies, and hid- 
den from the coining wrath ; and as the true believer 
cannot be happy except he be with Christ, let his life be 
hid with Him, With this same idea the prophet has 
told us of the Saviour, that He shall be " as a hiding- 
plojce from the wind, and as a covert from the tempest/' 
It is also of this same spiritual hiding-place that the 
Lord speaks, when He says to us through the mouth of 
the same prophet, " Come^ my people^ enter thou into thy 
chambers^ and shut thy doors about thee : hide thysdf 
as it were, for a little mmnent, until the indignation be 
overpast," 
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What more shall I say? The text has spoken for 
itself ; and surely there needs no words of concluding 
application from me ! This only would I say in conclu- 
sion, take it not for granted that you are on your way to 
heaven, merely because you can say with the multitude, 
" / believe'' There is something far deeper than that 
in the reHgion of those who are indeed on their way to 
the mansions above. Best not, my brethren ; give not 
up the struggle ; cease not to pray more and more ear- 
nestly ; until your experience accords with that contained 
in the text— until you can say with truth from a heart 
that feels it, " My life is now hid with Christ in God." 



SEEMON IV. 

PRAYER MUST BE PURE. 

Job xvi. 17. 
** My prayer is pure." 

How few, even of the best of men, can say that ! " My 
prayer is pure;" "It is clean; it goes up before the 
throne on high unmixed with evil." How few can say 
that! 

Probably Job did not exactly mean to say that when- 
ever he prayed, his prayer was unmixed with sin. In 
this chapter, he is complaining of God's afflictive deal- 
ings with him. He says, " I have sewed sackcloth upon 
my skin, and defiled my horn in the dust. My face is 
foul with weeping, and on my eyelids is the shadow of 
deatL" And then he adds, " Not for any injustice in 
mine hands; also my prayer is pure,'* Job is, you see, 
trying to justify himseK, and to show that his troubles 
had come upon him undeservedly. God had Himself 
testified concerning Job, that he was " a perfect and an 
upright man ;" therefore it was not for any injustice in 
his hands that he was called to suffer. By the purity of 
his prayers, too. Job may have meant that there was no 
strange god mixed up with his worship ; but that in the 
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simplicity and integrity of his heart he worshipped God 
alone. In that also Job was no doubt right. 

But now, my brethren, we are all too ready to think 
that our worship of God, and especially the way in which 
we come before Him in prayer, is aU that it should be. 
It is, then, on this very point, the purity of the believer's 
prayer, that I want to speak to you with aU earnestness 
this morning. 

There are two words in our text which will furnish us 
with abundant matter for serious thought : 

I. The word " prayer," and, 

II. The word " pure." 

I. Prayer. Job here speaks of his ^^ prayer" — " My 
prayer ; " — ^and from the way in which he puts it, it is 
evident that he is speaking, not of some particular prayer 
oflfered on some set occasion, but of his general prayer, 
his habit of prayer ; in short, his daily tribute of wor- 
ship. In other words, " When I come before my Maker s 
throne, when I bow my knee before the high God, then 
the words which I address to Him are pure words." 

1. Now, my brethren, have you ever thought what a 
solemn act is the act of prayer f It is what you do per- 
haps every day — what you ought to do more than once 
every day. When you pray, are you aware of what it is 
you are doing ? Oh, consider with me, and reflect for a 
moment ! You enter into your closet. You shut your 
door. Then you kneel. Now, just pause for a moment. 
Before whom do you kneel ? Into whose presence have 
you entered. The Saviour speaks of Him as " the Father 
which seeth in secret." Yes, He is indeed " the Father" 
to those who are in Christ ; but He is also Almighty 
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God; the God that made heaven and earth; the God 
that " measureth the waters in the hollow of His hand ;" 
the God that sendeth forth the Ughtnings ; "the glorious 
God that maketh the thunder/' Yes, my brethren, 
when you pray, you kneel before Him to offer your 
prayer. Remember that, next time you come before His 
throne. 

Now, it has pleased that almighty Being, who graci- 
ously calls Himself our Father, and whom we know as 
God, — ^it has pleased Him so to order it, that His people 
shall pray to Him. There is to be a communication 
kept up, between the redeemed one on earth and his Gt)d 
and Father in heaven. That communication between 
man and God is what the Bible calls " prayer." There 
are reasons why we should pray. 

(1.) If we did not pray, if all communication between 
us and heaven ceased, we should very soon forget God, 
and go astray ; just as when correspondence by letter 
ceases between two friends, they soon get to do without 
each other. Prayer keeps the soul near to God ; and the 
more we make all things matters of prayer the nearer do 
we walk with God ; and thus is fulfilled that Scripture 
promise, " In everything, by prayer and supplication, let 
your requests be made known unto God ; and the peace 
of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." 

(2.) Then, too, if we did not pray, we should not have 
those blessings, at any rate, those spiritual blessings, 
which we must have if we would go to heaven. Evto 
that greatest and chiefest blessing of all, the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, is not promised, save only to those who ash 
God for it. The words of our Lord are, " Aak^ and ye 
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shall receive ; seeh^ and ye shall find ; knocks and it shall 
be opened unto you," Nay, more than this, our Lord 
bids us cry once and again if we are not heard. He 
encourages us to ^^ pray always^ and not to faint;' 
instancing the case of a poor widow, who, by her cries 
and entreaties, moved at last even an " unjust judge, 
which feared not God, neither regarded man." 

2. Here, then, we may just specify one or two of those 
chief matters for which we should pray when we approach 
the throne of God. For what is it well to ask ? For 
what things ought we to ask in prayer ? 

(I.) From what our Lord says in the 11th and two 
following verses of the 11th chapter of St Luke, it would 
appear that the great thing for which we should make 
request in prayer is fhe gift of Gods Holy Spirit " K 
a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will 
he give hiTn a stone ? or if he ask a fish, will he for a 
fish give him a serpent ? or if he shall ask an egg, will 
he ofler him a scorpion ? K ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children ; how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask Him!* 

The Holy Spirit, you see, is our heavenly Father s 
good gift to His children. For that good gift He wishes 
to be asked ; and would no more think of disappointing 
.him that asked than an earthly father would disappoint 
the child that cried to him for its necessary food. Now, 
my brethren, this should indeed be the chief object of 
our prayers. Every man, woman, or child that prays 
should mainly ask for the gift of God's Holy Spirit. 
Once receive that gift, and all is well; for then that 
Spirit's own peculiar work is to " guide'' that person in 
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whom He dwells " into all truth!' He leads the way to 
Christ, and then through Christ to heaven. Pray ear- 
nestly for that Holy Spirit, and you will find ere long 
that all is well with your soul. 

(2.) Then, besides this, there are other matters of a 
spiritual nature for which we should pray, though they 
will all naturally suggest themselves to him who has 
asked for and received the good gift of God's Holy Spirit. 
The forgiveness of all past sins ; a daily washing in the 
blood of Christ from newly-contracted guilt; strength 
against temptation ; grace to keep us near to God ; — all 
these should be made matters of daily prayer when we 
kneel before God, and present ourselves as petitioners 
before His throne. 

(3.) Then, too, there are many temporal matters which 
need not be specified here, for they all naturally suggest 
themselves to him who knows that he has a Father in 
heaven. 

(4.) And then, once more, all those blessings which 
we ask for ourselves we should also ask for others ; our 
relations, our friends, our neighbours, and mankind gen- 
erally; remembering always that there is not a more 
noble exercise than that of intercessory prayer. 

In these different ways, therefore, and with these dif- 
ferent objects in view, we approach the throne of grace. 
And whenever we do so ; when we " ask, that we may 
receive ; " when " we seek, that we may find ; " when " we 
knock, that it may be opened unto us ; " then, that ask- 
ing, that seeking, that knocking, is what the Bible calls 
''prayer!' 

II. Let us now, then, turn to the other principal word 
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in the text — ^the word " pure." " My prayer is pure!* 
I think we must all stand self-condemned if we attempt 
to take those words to ourselves. Now, my brethren, we 
have a subject here in these few words which strikes at 
the very root of all our spirituaKty of life. You who are 
indeed believers, anxiously desirous of pleasing God, and 
of walking closely with Him, it grieves you sometimes 
to find that your spirituality of mind is not so deep as it 
is your heart's desire that it should be. You long to be 
more warm-hearted towards your God; you desire to 
draw nearer to Him ; you wish to live in His constant 
presence, with no barrier between your soul and Him ; 
and yet you cannot exactly feel that in all this your 
heart's desire is altogether /?^?/?K6d There is something 
stiU wanting, and over that something you constantly 
grieve. Shall I point you to the most probable cause of 
all this? I think it may be found in our text this 
morning — " your prayer is not pure!' 

The constant feeling of every believer who well knows 
his own heart must be, " Why cannot I become different ? 
I seek to be different \ltry to be different ; I pray to be 
made different to what I am ; but notwithstanding all 
that, I seem to remain pretty much as I was. I know 
my own weak points; I am acquainted with my own 
peculiar failings ; I strive and pray against my besetting 
sins; and yet I am again overcome by them, just as 
though I had not prayed at all." Again I say, it may 
be that " your prayer is not pure!' How ? 
In two ways : — 

1. In the first place, no prayer can be called ^i^re if it 
comes forth from an impure mind. If a well is muddy, 
you cannot expect to draw clean water from it. Prayer 
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is an exercise of the mind From the mind, words and 
thoughts of prayer xjome forth, and find their way to 
God's ear. Oh, how needful that that mind, from which 
the words and thoughts come, should be clean and pure I 

When any sin has lately been on that mind — ^what- 
ever the sin was — ^that mind is not, for the time being, 
in a pure state ; consequently, it can hardly be in a con- 
dition in which to ask for spiritual blessings. 

Take an instance or two of what I mean : — 

(1.) A man thinks unholy thoughts; not once in a 
way, perhaps, but often ; and yet that man prays, per- 
haps in the very midst of those unholy thoughts, for 
heavenly blessings of the most spiritual kind. Is his 
prayer pure? His desire at times may be to come 
nearer to God ; but has he any right to wonder that he 
does not get any nearer ? 

(2.) Again, another man, though a believer, is a proud 
man. He has no wish to be so — ^but he is. He thinks 
too highly of himseK, though perhaps he does not know 
it. That man also prays for a closer walk with God. 
He, too, feels that, notwithstanding his prayer, he has in 
reality come no nearer than he was. Can he wonder, so 
long as those words stand in the Bible — " God knoweth 
the proud afar off? " 

(3.) Here is another, also a sincere and anxious be- 
liever in his way; but his main failing is a want of 
charity. He is always on the look out, apparently, for 
something that should not be in others. If anything 
goes wrong, he at once throws the blame on some one 
else, and never upon himself. It is his disposition, and 
you may say, if you like, that he cannot help it, {though 
in that the Word of God would not agree with you.) 
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Sach a one prays. With all earnestness of soul he 
makes request for spiritual blessings ; and yet his. prayer 
does not seem to be answered in the way in which he 
expected it to be 1 Why not ? Because it is not pure. 
He has forgotten that without charity a man is nothing. 
He has forgotten also those words of St Paul to Timothy, 
** Follow charity — with them that call on the Lord out 
efapure heart" 

Now, what must we say to all this ? What conclu- 
fiions must we draw from it ? Why, that the prayer of 
not one in a hundred is pure, because it comes forth 
:£rom an impure mind, a mind that strives not, perhaps, 
au3 earnestly as it should do, looking at the same time for 
,£race from above, against its own peculiar besetting sins. 
Before we pass on, then, to one other point, let us 
just look at the cure for this kind of impurity in our 
3)rayer. 

Brethren, seek to know yourselves, and endeavour to 

^find out in what your own special infirmities lie. (By 

infirmities I mean your natural inclination to such and 

such besetting sins.) When you have foimd them out, 

ihen pray and strive earnestly against them. It may 

<50st you a tremendous effort, but remember to do it, not 

dn your own strength, but with the promised help of 

God's grace. Eemember, also, what our Lord says about 

<;utting off the right hand, and plucking out the right 

-eye. Be ready to do even that, rather than that your 

prayer should be impure, and so not heard. 

And then, remember, as a further inducement towards 
thus purifying the mind, that not only prayer for your 
ovm increased spirituality may not be heard if offered 
from an impure heart ; but, remember also, that it is 
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a grave question, a question which we cannot answer, 
whether your prayer for others^ jonr friends, your chil- 
dren, will be heard either. 

brethren, the " pure in heart," these are " blessed," 
says Christ, "^br they shall see God!' They shall see 
Him spiritually here, and not hereafter ordy. They shall 
dwell in His constant presence; and "the words of 
their mouth, and the meditation of their heart, will 
alway be acceptable in the sight of the Lord, their 
strength and their Eedeemer." 

2. But now, there is one other way in which the 
Christian's prayer may not be pure. I allude to th^ 
want of reverence in offering it. And how is this 
shown ? Why, in his want of attention to what he is 
doing — ^in his wandering thoughts. 

You all, doubtless, know from sad experience how 
hard it is to keep your attention fixed. Even when you 
mean well, when you truly and earnestly desire to ask 
for those things which your soul needs ; still, even then, 
your mind will wander. It does not wander so much 
when you are talking with a friend, another person like 
yourseK ; but directly you begin to speak with Ood, then 
thoughts without number come crowding in, thoughts 
concerning the past, thoughts concerning present things, 
thoughts concerning the future. It really seems as 
though Satan watched for our times of prayer, and then 
tried to render our petitions vain, by filling up our minds 
with other things. No doubt in a great measure that is 
so. Be that, however, as it may, the point which I want 
to press upon you is, that the prayer offered in the 
naidst of wandering thoughts cannot be "^wre," for it 
is mingled with other things. 
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You kneel, for instance, with the intention of praying 
for the Holy Spirit, for a measure of God's grace, for 
forgiveness of sins, or the like. You begin your prayer. 
Then in the midst of it come thoughts about what you 
did yesterday, what you are going to do to-day, or what 
you hope to do to-morrow. Out of the midst of all those 
other thoughts a word or two of prayer now and then 
struggles upward. Is that prayer jpure ? Nay, but how 
^an it be? And is there any cause for wonder, that 
^hen prayer is offered like that, you do not grow in grace ? 
Persons may say that all this is our infirmity, and there- 
fore we cannot help it. It is, however, strange that we 
read nothing in the Bible about wandering thoughts in 
prayer. I believe that saints then prayed differently to 
what saints do now, I think they must have been more 
in earnest, and had a more holy reverence for Him before 
whom they knelt. 

Let us try, my brethren. So long as our prayer is not 
pare, we shall not " grow in grace" in the way that we 
could wish. Let us endeavour, through the cleansing of 
the blood of Jesus, through the sanctification of the Holy 
Spirit, and by means of that grace so freely promised — 
let us try to become less sinful. Let us endeavour to 
master, each one, our own peculiar besetting sins. 

Then, whenever we kneel to pray, let there be a pre- 
sent sense of the greatness of Him before whom we kneel. 
So will our prayer be more pure. And then, as regards 
the obtaining of our petitions, we may take to ourselves 
those words of our Lord — " Whatsoever ye shall ask the 
Father in my name. He will give it you. Ask, and ye 
shall receive, that your joy may be full." 



SEEMON V. 

THE AGONY AND ITS RESULTS. 

Heb. v. 7-9. 

" Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and 
supplications, with strong crying and tears, unto him that was able 
to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared : though 
he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he 
suffered ; and being made perfect, he became the author of eter- 
nal salvation unto all them that obey him.'\ 

The week upon which we have now entered is called 
" Passion Week." The word " passion" means " suflfer- 
ing." Passion week, therefore, is " the week of suffering." 
It is so called because during this day and this week our 
Church intends that all its members should turn their 
thoughts in earnest contemplation upon those agonies of 
our Eedeemer, amidst which His life on earth was closed. 
To this end, you will see that a separate epistle and gos- 
pel are appointed for every day in the coining week ; and 
in those epistles and gospels, as well as in the lessons 
appointed for the latter days of the week, you will find 
that a large quantity of Scripture is brought before us, 
all bearing upon the last sufferings and death of our 
Lord. 

Let us, then, to-day, as our Church directs us, turn 
our thoughts to some of those mental sufferings which 
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our Lord went through for us. " Who in the days of 

His flesh," says the text, " when He had oflered up prayers 

and supplications, with strong crying and tears, unto Him 

that was able to save Him from death, and was heard in 

that He feared : though He were a Son, yet learned He 

obedience by the things which He suffered ; and being 

made perfect. He became the author of eternal salvation 

Unto all them that obey Him." In these words we have 

a sort of conunentary, so to speak, upon certain facts of 

which the Gospels tell us. Let us take the words as they 

stand: — 

I. In the first place, the text tells us of " the days of 
OUR Saviour's flesh." The days, that is, of His incar- 
nation ; the days that intervened between His birth as a 
ohild at Bethlehem, and His re-ascension to heaven in 
"the presence of His disciples at Bethany. There is some- 
'thing very touching in " ^Ae days of our Saviours flesh ;" 
lor remember what He was before He took our nature 
Vipon Him. Think of Him as the Creator, the Lord of 
lieaven and earth, having His throne on high, and dwell- 
ing in the midst of the Father s glory. That holy, that 
lieavenly, that spiritual Being, left the glory of heaven, 
^nd came to dwell on earth as one of us, in order that 
IHe might be able to do a great work. Now, my bre- 
^thren, looking as we do for salvation to the Eedeemer's 
rieath, we are perhaps too apt to forget what the Bible 
i^lls us concerning His life. Follow Him through that 
life in your thoughts. It was, in many respects, such a 
life as we all live. It was, in aU probability, a life sub- 
ject to pains and sicknesses ; and we know, for the Bible 
tells us so, that it was no stranger to heart griefs and 



46 AIDS TO SPIRITUAL RELIGION. 

mental sorrows. The Saviour passed through the years 
of infancy and childhood ; and very interesting are those 
years for us to think upon ; for at twelve years old even, 
(the age of many children now present in this church,) at 
twelve years old, we find Him occupied " about His 
heavenly Father s business." Then, is it not interesting 
also to follow Him in our thoughts, when, as a young 
man. He worked with the carpenter s tools in the shop of 
Joseph ? Articles of furniture, and other things of the 
kind sold by Joseph, were doubtless made by our Lord I 
Is that the God of heaven, making and mending as 
a workman in that carpenters shopl marvellous 
thought, it is even so 1 This is He on whom the Holy 
Ghost is to descend in form like a dove at His baptism. 
This is He who is soon to cleanse the lepers, heal the 
sick, and even raise the dead. This is He who before 
Pilate shall " witness a good confession," to whom angels 
shall minister in His agony, who shall yield up His life 
upon the cross, rise from the tomb on the third day, and 
then " ascend up where He was before." It is that same 
workman, whom everybody knew, that wrought in the 
carpenters shop at Nazareth 1 Then follow Him also 
through the days of His ministry, when " He went about 
doing good," when He " had not where to lay His head," 
when " He endured much contradiction of sinners against 
HimseK," when He performed miracles, and " did all 
things well," when He spent whole nights in prayer, and 
walked upon the raging sea, when He suffered, died, rose 
again from the dead, and then, while blessing His dis- 
ciples, was taken up again into heaven. " Such were 
" the days of our Saviour's flesh*' — days in which He 
knew what it was to be human; days in which He 
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learned by experience what we suffer; days in which 
** He bare our griefs, and carried our sorrows." 

II. But the text tells us something further concerning 
those " days of our Saviour's flesh." It tells us that in 
them " He offered up prayers and supplications, with 
STBONG CRYING AND TEARS, unto Him that was able to 
save Him from de^th, and was heard, in that He 

B'EARED." 

1. That " strong crying and tears" There cannot be 
a. doubt that the apostle here refers to that time of His 
^gony in the garden on the night before He suffered It 
is upon that agony of our Lord that our thoughts should 
tie much fixed during this week. Who can read the 
QX)C0unt of it without deep feeling ? It began, apparently, 
^t the Supper-table, immediately before He spoke of His 
V)etrayer; for we read, (and the words would seem to 
ispeak of a sudden change that came over Him,) we read 
'that " when Jesus had thus said, He was troubled in 
-^[yirit" John, who leaned upon His breast, could no 
^oubt hear the throbbings of His heart, could feel the 
quickened pulsation, and observe many other signs of that 
pproaching agony. After this, there seems to have been 
interval of peace, when they together sang a hymn, 
^xad when Jesus exclaimed, " Now is the Son of man 
glorified, and God is glorified in Him." Then when 
"they had passed over the brook Kedron, and entered into 
tihe garden, then did that agony return again with re- 
doubled fury, imtil Jesus was obliged to say to those 
favoured three, " My soul is exceeding styrrowful, even 
^nto death ; tarry ye here, and watch with me.'' And, 
O my brethren, mark the signs of that agony when He 
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is now alone with His Father 1 Mark the bowed head 
stricken down to the earth in bitter anguish ; listen to 
that agonising prayer ; mark that bleeding sweat ; and 
observe that ^^ strong crying and tears'' of which this 
passage ahne tells us I This is He who had dwelt in 
heaven from all eternity, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords ; and yet there He is, bowed down to the ground 
in bitter and insupportable grief, His sweat like great 
drops of blood, and His tears flowing fast ! Why that 
terrible agony ? There were several causes for it. There 
was the shameful death by crucifixion on the morrow. 
There was the sad fore-knowledge that soon He would 
be forsaken by all His disciples, and left to go through 
those last trying hours alone. Greater far, however, than 
all this was the terrible load of iniquity which He, the 
spotless One, would have to bear when He stood in the 
sinner s stead. All the sins of the whole world, the sins of 
the idolater, the Sabbath-breaker, the murderer, the adul- 
terer, the thief, the false swearer, the covetous, whom God 
abhorreth ; all the sins in thought, word, or deed, that have 
ever been committed, and that will be committed while 
the world lasts ; all these were even then being shifted 
off the sinner, and laid upon the Eedeemer. Well might 
He be stricken down beneath such a load ; for you must 
remember that during the time in which He thus stood 
in the sinner s stead, He would be under the displeasure 
of that Holy Father who is " of purer eyes than to look 
upon iniquity." 

2. Then, the text speaks of the prayers and supplica- 
tions which He then offered during that time of His 
agony ; and what were those supplications and prayers ? 
Probably we are not told all He said, when He thea 
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poured out His soul in anguish. Some of those words, 
spoken to the Father alone, may have been too sacred for 
us to hear. A short summary of theria, however, is given 
lis : "0 my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me : nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt ;" 
ajid then when He went away again the second time, " 
xxiy Father, if this cup may not pass from me, except I 
drink it, Thy will be done." 

Such were the Eedeemer s prayers in that terrible 
hour of " His agony and bloody sweat." Who can read 
ttein without being deeply moved! O my brethren, 
Avhen you think upon our Lords words, as He lay that 
night upon the ground, can you still continue to live in 
sin, and totally unmoved in heart by what He then did 
for you ? Eemember that the bitter cup of wrath which 
He then drank was ours, and not His, He was taking 
our place, and was about to " die, the just for the imjust, 
tliat He might bring us to God." Oh, remember this ; 
Hjid let the thought of those prayers, offered in Gethse- 
ixiane with " strong cryhig and tears ;" let it melt your 
Ixearts, and bring you in humble penitence to that same 
Saviour for the pardon of your sins. 

3. But now the text also tells us concerning these sup- 
Ji^lications and prayers of om* Lord, that they were heard, 
stnd that they were heard " in that He feared!' The 
xneaning of that is. He was heard because of His piety, 
l>ecause His life was that which the Scriptm-e expects of 
tlie saint, viz., a life spent in the fear of God, a life of true 
J>iety and holiness. The Eedeemer s prayers were heard. 
They were heard and answered; not, indeed, by the 
cireaded cup passing from Him, for that was not really 
Mrhat He wished hi His heart. Had that cup passed 
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from Him, Satan would have trimnphed, mankind would 
have been lost, and the eternal counsels of Jehovah 
brought to nothing. The cup of suffering and anguish 
was not removed. He must drink that, and wring out 
the dregs thereof ; but the prayer was answered in hea- 
venly strength being sent down to Him, sufficient to en- 
able Him to go through what He had undertaken to do. 
As God then dealt with His own Son, so does He often 
deal with us. Our prayers are not always answered ac- 
cording to the exact letter of the petition offered ; and 
yet the answer does come, and that in the way most 
suited to our need. He who lives a pious and God-fear- 
ing life, having for the foundation of that good life 
" Jesus Christ and Him crucified;" he who often visits 
the throne of grace, and is no stranger there, such a one 
may be quite sure that when he prays, his prayer will be 
heard, and the answer will come in the best of ways. 

III. Let us pass on. The 8th verse tells us that 
" THOUGH He were a Son, yet learned He obedi- 
ence BY THE THINGS WHICH He SUFFERED.'' Here again 
is something in the life of our Lord which we are apt to 
lose sight of. It was necessary for Him, just as it is for 
us, to learn obedience to the divine wilL Jesus was 
human as well as divine ; and, as a man, His^esA needed, 
as ours does, to be made subject to the spirit It was in 
the flesh that He dreaded the cross with all its attendant 
circumstances. It was His human nature that quailed 
before those approaching trials, such as no other ever 
suffered ; and it was, no doubt, the terrible struggle her 
tween His divine and human nature, — ^it was that that 
caused His agony ; so that He even prayed that " if it 
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were possible, that cup might pass from Him." bre- 
thren, is there not something deeply touching in the 
tiipught, that the human nature of our Lord had to learn 
obedience in that garden during those moments of His 
agony ? That human nature which quailed and shrank 
back from the cross had to be svbdued. The process of 
subduing was then going on, and the second prayer of 
our Lord tells us that that process was completed ; for 
He went away again the second time, and prayed, say- 
ing, " my Father, if this cup may not pass from me, 
except I drink it, Thy will be done I " Thus did He 
** learn obedience by the things which He suffered ;" and, 
^& another Scripture says, " Being found in fashion as a 
:xnan. He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto 
^deaihy even the death of the cross/' 

So with us also, as disciples and followers of Him. 

^We, too, have to learn obedience ; our spirits have to be 

^MToken, and our wills svbdued before Grod ; and it is often 

^«±rough the medium of suffering that we learn to say at 

jt from om" hearts, " Thy will be done!' 



IV. But now once more ; the text winds up with those 

^^vords contained in the 9th verse, " And being made 

^*»ERFECT, He became the author of eternal salva- 

*^*I0N unto aU them that obey Him." Christ was " made 

^foerfecty There are several meanings which we may 

ittach to this expression. It Tnay mean what Jesus him- 

meant when He said to His disciples, " All things 

'^ihat are written by the prophets concerning the Son of 

^^nuan shall be accomplished ;" or when He said again, 

^ * Behold^ cast out devils, and do cures to-day and to- 

^Miorrow, and the third day I shall be perfected." The 
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expression, therefore, may mean, the fulfilment of all 
that was written, according to our Lord's own words, 
when upon the cross He said, " It is finished, and bowed 
His head, and gave up the ghost." Or the expression 
may mean, and probably does mean, what the same 
apostle meant in the second chapter of this same epistle, 
when he said, " It became Him, for whom are all things, 
and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto 
glory, to make the Captain of their salvation perfect 
through suffering!' His human nature was, as I have 
shown, to become obedient unto death, because that death 
was the divine wiQ. So was our Lord to go forth to the 
cross a willing victim, ^'without spot or blemish,'* the 
very perfection of human nature, having His will com- 
pletely subdued through suffering, a perfect and all-suffi'- 
dent offering to the Most High. 

And then mark, lastly, that " being thus made per- 
fect," He became " the Author of eternal solvation unto 
all them tlvat obey Him," These are the "many sons" 
wliich God is " bringing to glory," of whom the second 
chapter speaks in the passage quoted just now. As 
Christ obeyed the Father, so do they obey Christ That 
is, they trust in Him, they follow Him, they hve Him, 
they keep His words. 

To all these Christ has become " the Author of eternal 
salvatixmr Such was the great end of His life; such 
was the great object of His death ; such was the end of 
that " obedience unto death ; " it was that He might be- 
come "the Author of eternal salvation unto all them 
that obey Him." Thus said our Lord concerning His 
disciples : — " My sheep hear my voice, and I kADw them, 
and they follow me, and I give unto them eternal life;** 
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and again — " Father^ I will that they also whom Thou 
hast given me, be with me lohere I am ; that they may 
behold my glory, which Thou hast given me." 

O bretliren, think upon the words which we have 
considered together this morning! They tell us why 
the Saviour lived and died. They tell us of His agony, 
and His tears, and why He suffered such things. How 
is it with you ? Are you moved by those sufferings ? ' 
And are your hearts savingly interested in them ? Re- 
member that they have to do with the eternal life of 
them that believe ; for it was through those sufferings 
that Christ himself was " made perfect," and so " became 
the Author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey 
Hun." 

Look, then, to Kim for salvation, and to no other. He 
is " the Author and Finisher of our faith." He is " the 
hope set before us." He is the soul's anchor. Hold 
firmly by Him, amidst all the calms, as well as the 
storms of life, and you will be safe. 



SEKMON VI. 



A DEEPER SPIRITUALITY. 



Psalm cxix. 20. 



'' My soul breaketh for the longing that it hath unto Thy judgments 

at all times." 

You have an instance, my brethren, in these words, of 
that deeper spirituality of mind to which some of Grod's 
saints have come. We have here the ireaJcing, or, so to 
speak, the bursting of a man s soul ; and that, because 
of the longing that it had unto God's judgments, not just 
occasionallt/, but " at all times*' One cannot help feel- 
ing, on reading these words, how deep must have been 
the spiritual tone of David's mind, how bright his expe- 
rience, how close and intimate his walk with Grod ! 

I do think that such men as Abraham, Moses, David, 
and Daniel, lived far more closely with God than ever 
men do now. Their spirituality was deeper ; their trust 
was more confiding ; their love was more intense ; their 
joy in the divine presence was more real. 

Having made this general statement, I want this 
morning to examine into the truth of it. 

Let us — 

I. Examine into the spiritual tone of our own 
MINDS ; and then — 
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II. Let US compare with that the spiritual tone of 
David's mind, as we have it in our text. 

I. Let us look in for a short time upon ourselves. 
Let us examine into our aspirations, our desires, our eon- 
duet ; and so let us see how it is exactly that our souls 
stand with God. Before doing so, however, I would just 
make two remarks. The first is, that I only speak this 
morning of those who have good grounds for belie\ing 
themselves to be the Saviour's people, because they have 
been forgiven and washed in His blood. I put aU others 
on one side for this time. 

The second remark is, that in anything I may say this 
morning, it is not my wish to grieve any servant of the 
Lord ; but rather to point out to all such a way by which 
they might be far Jiappier than they are at present. 

I was greatly struck, my brethren, by a few words 
which I heard in a sermon at Stamford last Friday week. 
The preacher said that the great thought of many of 
God's people was, " With how little godliness they could 
get to heaven, instead of with how much ! " Those 
words have made a deep impression on my own mind 
ever since ; and now I want them to make the same deep 
impression on yours. "What wiU God require of us? 
How much will He eocpect of us ? Mtist we perform this 
and that duty ? Is it positively necessary to abstain from 
this and that sin f " I fear that this is the secret lan- 
guage of the hearts of most of those, (shall I say of all 
those ?) who name the name of Christ as their hope in 
the present day. 

Instead of a soul breaking, and bursting forth with 
earnest longings; instead of that, most of us are too 
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often cold and dead. We have our brighter and happier 
seasons at times ; but they do not last Few indeed can 
say with David in our text, " My soul Ireaheth for the 
longing that it hath unto Thy judgments at all times" 

Let me, then, proceed to give you certain unmistak- 
able evidence of the general coldness of believers in 
spiritual things. 

1. In the first place, it is with many humbling feel- 
ings of my own that I point you to the quiet bedside 
prayer. Need I say much to remind you of your fail- 
ings there ^ It is not just one or two peculiarly consti- 
tuted believers who complain of wandering thoughts in 
prayer. It is the universal complaint of all believers 
alike. You say it is our infirmity. I grant that readily 
enough ; but we must not be content with that. There 
is a cattse for those wanderii^ thoughts. They all 
clearly point to this, viz., how much more readily our 
minds are influenced by worldly matters than they are 
by spiritual matters. Infirmity, or not infirmity, we 
cannot get over that conclusion, viz., that wandering 
thoughts in prayer are caused by too much of a worldly 
spirit. Then, what does that prove ? Clearly this, — ^it 
proves that our spiritual tone is not what it ought to be, 
and what I cannot help thinking it might be. 

Your thoughts would not wander if you were present- 
ing some petition concerning other matters to one who 
you knew could grant it. Why not? Because your 
whole heart would be in the matter. Your thoughts 
don't wander, even in prayer, when you are making re- 
quest concerning temporal matters of a pressing nature, 
as, for instance, the success of some enterprise, or the re- 
covery from dangerous illness of one dearly loved. Nay, 
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but it is when you begin to speak with Grod concerning 
spiritual things ; it is then that your thoughts wander, 
showing only too plainly that those same spiritual thirds 
do not occupy the mind in the way that they might do. 
It is a strange thing, as I have before mentioned, that 
we nowhere read in the Bible of wandering thoughts in 
prayer. David speaks not of it in his psalms, neither 
does St Paul mention the matter in any of his epistles. 
Can it be that the saints of old were more in earnest than 
we are, and meant their religion more ? I fear that is 
the only answer that can be given. If we felt always 
the reality of God's presence with us ; if our minds were 
less worldly than they are ; then our thoughts would not 
wander so as they do ; but we do not always feel the 
reality of that holy presence ; and our minds are worldly 
to a certain extent ; therefore it is that we cannot pray 
as we would. 

2. Then, another humbling thought, closely connected 
with the last, — our desires after God ; our desires after 
spiritual knowledge ; the outgoings of our hearts towards 
the Saviour ; our thoughts and meditations concerning 
holy and heavenly things, — ^how is it with these ? 

Need I remind you, my brethren, that not only do your 
thoughts wander when you are praying ; but need I re- 
mind you also that you are often sadly reluctant about 
kneeling down at all? I suppose we are aU alike in 
this matter. I judge you by myself. The moment 
comes for kneeling down, and then something in your 
heart seems to rise against it. You take up your Bible 
to read ; but is it not often because you feel that perhaps 
you ought to read a little bit? and all the time your 
mind is somewhat reluctant about that reading ? You 
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net yourself to think a bit, and meditate about holy 
things, but in less than a minute your thoughts are oflf 
again elsewhere. It all tells the same sad tale. It all 
points to a sad deficiency of spiritual tone. It tells ub 
that we are, if not actually cold, at any rate very little 
better than lukewarm. 

3. Then one more humbling thought, — ^how about our 
conduct ? It is right enough, perhaps, in matters that 
are easy. 

" I am not given to excess," says one. No, because 
that is not your temptation. "I am not of a hasty 
spirit," says another. No, because that is not your natu- 
ral temperament. " I am not given to speak uncharit- 
ably," says a third. No, because that is not your pecu- 
liar failing. Each one has, however, his own peculiar 
besetting sins, and to them he gives way far more fre- 
quently than he is at all aware of. The (mtward life 
may appear pretty well in some, who know how to carry 
themselves before the world; but in many such cases 
the deceitful heart is not watched, evil thoughts are 
freely admitted, and Grod is not glorified within. 

Now, in all this we have, of course, our infirmities ; 
and if it were not for those infirmities we should be like 
angels, sinning not at all. You say, " I would be differ- 
ent, but the world hinders me." I know that, my breth- 
ren, — I know it from my own painful experience ; but 
what does it prove? Just this: that the world has 
more hold upon your mind and thoughts than those 
things have which concern your soul. In all this we 
are shut up to that one conclusion, painful though it may 
be to have to confess it, that the general tone of our lives 
is not so spiritual as it should be; and therefore the 
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secret language of our secret hearts is this, — "What 
amount of godliness will be sufficient? How 8moM a 
quantity will dof What will God expect? What is 
the minimum that He will require of us as candidates 
for heaven through the blood of His Son ? " 

II. I proceed, then, secondly, to compare with all this 
THE SPIRITUAL TONE OF David's MIND, as we havc it in 
our text. brethren, it is indeed very humbling to 
us to read those words — " My soul hreaketh/or the long- 
ing that it hath unto Thy judgments at all times I " 

Let us take the principal words in the text, and con- 
sider them one by one. 

1. First, that word " Ireaheth',* " My soul breaketh" 
The meaning of the word in the Hebrew Bible is that of 
being squeezed and crushed, so as at last to burst with 
the pressure. It is a very strong word that. The same 
word is elsewhere used in the Bible concerning "the 
teeth being broken with gravel stones." It implies, you 
see, a condition of soul so anxiously in earnest as to cause 
pain to the owner of that soul. 

2. We shall better imderstand the word "breaketh" 
if we couple with it the word " longing J' " My soul 
breaketh with the longing that it hath." That was the 
cause of that commotion in David's soul; it was the 
** longing'* that it had. The word for " longing" in the 
Hebrew Bible means a strong and vehement desire, so 
strong that it could not be suppressed. 

Now, if you look to other passages, you will find that 
this was just so with David. In the 42d Psalm he says, 
** As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so panteth 
my soul after thee, God" There could not be a 
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stronger comparison than that. The wearied stag, hotljr 
pursued by the hunters, one well knows how it must 
pant after that water which it dare not stop to drink. 
So it was with David's soul. In the 63d Psalm we have 
a similar expression — " God, thou art my God, early 
will I seek thee; my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh 
longeth for thee, in a dry and thirsty land, where no 
water is." The same anxious longing seems to have 
filled the mind and spirit of St Paul, — " This one thing 
I do," he says; "forgetting those things which are be- 
hind, and reaching forth unto those things which are 
before, I press toward the mark^ for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus." 

3. But now, what was that for which David's soul 
so earnestly longed, even to breaking? The text tells 
us that it was Gt)d's ''judgments/' " My soul breaketh 
for the longing that it hath unto Thy judgments" By 
these are meant God's statutes, His commandments. His 
law. David's soul had a longing after those command- 
ments ; to keep them, that is. Now, my brethren, you 
see from this how truly attached David was to his God ; 
for it is in no way natural to the human heart to long 
after those commandments. That longing, wherever it 
exists, must be the fruit of that new nature which we 
have direct from God. You see that by a sad glimpse 
at that same David when he has fallen into a fearful sin. 
During that time of temporal separation, over the matter 
of Bathsheba, you see how David's natural heart was yet 
inclined towards sin ; and yet, you see, how in his re- 
newed nature he longed after those commandments which 
he found at times so hard to keep. Oh, it is a happy 
sign indeed; it shows that the spiritual life is by no 
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means dead within the soul, when there is that earnest 
longing after God's commandments ; and that, because 
they are His ! 

4. But now, once more ; this longing was not merely 
an occasional emotion of the mind. It did not come and 
go. It appears to have been constant, like the running 
rivulet that flows forth from a never-failing spring. We 
know how weak David was. We know how he broke 
Grod's commandments at times. We know how he says 
in his own confession, "My sins are more in number 
than the hairs of my head." Yet his longing after God's 
judgments seems to have been ever constant ; for it was 
" at all timesr In times of joy, and in times of sorrow ; 
in times when overwhelmed with the business of a great 
kingdom ; in the times when he fled before Saul, and 
again before Absalom; still, at all times his soul was 
breaking with the longing that it had unto God's judg- 
ments. 

I fear, my brethren, that but few of us can say that ; 
probably not one in this church. We have our happy 
seasons. There are times when our hearts are more than 
usually touched. There are seasons in which we truly 
feel the presence of the Comforter. Then we can pray. 
Then we enjoy a spiritual nearness. Then it ahnost 
seems to us as though we could not sin, let the tempta- 
tion be what it might. The thing is, however, that these 
brighter seasons do not continue. Just as a warm and 
pleasant day in the spring is often succeeded by many 
Ibleak days of cold east wind, so is it with our souls. 
'* Times of refreshing" do not last : the desire after God 
is not constant, as it was with David. And yet remem- 
Iber how much higher are our advantages than his were. 
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His mind was so truly spiritual, although his religion 
was that of Grod's commandments and law. What a 
much brighter field is opened out before us, now that the 
Saviour has kept that law for us, now that the glories of 
the gospel have been revealed to us, and now that a more 
spiritual religion, as taught by the Comforter, is given 
us from above. 

If, therefore, David longed after God, as revealed in 
the law, much more ought we to long after Him, re- 
vealed as He is in Christ. 

Now, I doubt not that you who are God's people have 
fully agreed with me in all that I have said this morn- 
ing ; and the first effect of it aU upon your minds has 
doubtless been to make you mourn, that the tone of your 
general life is not so spiritual at all times as you feel that 
it ought to be. That is well ; for it shows that the life 
of the Spirit yet lives in you. 

But, my brethren, it wiU not do to sit and mourn. 
We shaU get no nearer to heaven by that K you mourn 
over your coldness, and then go on your way again, 
merely saying, '^ Itis my infirmity^' you will remain as 
you were, and never will you experience any increase of 
spirituality. 

What is needed, then, is auction, determined action, at 
the same time, of course, wholly depending upon God's 
grace. Of this I am quite sure, that none of us need re- 
main cold and dead, mourning over that coldness, and 
yet growing no warmer. The way is open ; and if we 
followed that open way, we should find matters were be- 
coming very different to what they are now. 

1. In the first place, there is needed more real prayer ; 
prayer for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, prayer that 
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God will be with us and keep us always. Then, let that 
prayer be not merely a cold petition mingled with all 
manner of other thoughts ; but let it be an earnest plead- 
ing, a besieging God with cries, a taking of heaven, as it 
were, by storm. 

2. Then, when we have prayed thus, let us not forget 
(hat toe have done so; but let us wait and watch for the 
answer, with the same earnestness as that with which we 
wait for an answer by the post, to a request which we 
may have made. 

3. Then, when we feel at all conscious of an increase 
of that heavenly gift, for which we have been waiting, let 
us be careful to cherish it, and, above all, to do nothing 
likely to grieve that Holy Spirit whereby we are sealed. 
Let all irreverent words and all unholy thoughts be most 
zealously avoided. Let us watch the channels of the 
heart, that nothing enter there which should not be. 

4. Above all, let us never f(yrget God's holy presence. 
Let it become a habit to remember always that constant 
presence. Then I am persuaded that, by degrees, the 
World would lose its hold ; our thoughts would not wan- 
der in prayer; our desires after God in Christ would 
be stronger and more constant; we should become, 
bhrough the abundant grace given us, masters over our 
Inner selves ; and then the question would no longer be, 
'* With how little godliness can I just manage to scrape 
through to heaven ?" but rather would it be in the words 
of this same David, " Whnt shall I re/nder unto the Lcyrd 
/(yr all His benefits towards mef 



SEBMON VII. 

THE BENEFITS OF CHRIST's ASCENSION. 

Psalm Ixviii. 18. 

*' Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive : thoU 
hast received gifts for men ; yea, for the rebellious also, that th.^ 
Lord God might dwell among them." 

Thursday last was the day appointed by our Church for 
the commemoration of our Lord's Ascension. After His 
resurrection from the grave, He remained on earth for a 
short time, appearing to His disciples only now and then. 
At length the time came when He must be received up. 
Then in the presence of His disciples at Bethany, He 
suddenly left the ground on which He stood, ascended 
towards heaven, higher and higher, until He passed 
through the cloud which " received Him out of their 
sight." The words of our text, written by the Psahnist 
many hundred years before, bear most undoubted refer- 
ence to that great event which took place at Bethany. 
St Paul, indeed, tells us so in the fourth chapter of his 
Epistle to the Ephesians. 

Now, my brethren, I want to consider the matter of 
our Lord's Ascension this morning, with especial re- 
ference to that subject on which I spoke to you last 
Sunday. 
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We had before us last Sunday morning the general 
coldness of believers. I showed you how greatly we all 
come short in matters that concern spiritual reUgion. 
Wandering thoughts in prayer ; coldness and deadness 
of spiritual desire ; very little watchfulness, comparatively 
speaking, over our general conduct, and especially against 
those sins which beset the secret heart ; all these things 
are so many sad evidences of the way in which the world 
lays firm hold of us, and chills the warmth of our spiri- 
tuality. Now, when you compare aU this, as we did last 
Sunday, with the spiritual tone of a mind like that of 
David ; when you read how his soul was ** breaking with 
the longing that it had unto God's judgments at all 
times ;" then it is of course a natural wish that the 
spiritual tone of your mind might be as deep as his was. 
Then the feelings of your heart perhaps find vent in 
Boniething like the language of that prayer used by this 
same David in his longings after God, ** My soul cleaveth 
unto the dust : quicken Thou me according to Thy word,'* 

On Sunday last, towards the end of my sermon, I gave 
certain rules, by the following of which we might, to 0. 
great degree, come forth out of that state of spiritual dead- 
aess which is so distressing to the beUever s mind. Let 
there be earnest and pleading prayer for a more abundant 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Then, when we have so 
prayed, let us wait and watch for the answer to our prayer. 
Then let us be careful not to grieve that Holy Spirit, 
when we feel an increase of His holy presence ; but let 
us watch jealously all the channels that lead to and from 
the heart. And then, above all, let us never forget God's 
holy presence with us. K these rules were carried out, 
we should not be so troubled with that spiritual deadness 
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of which we now complain. What I want to say, then, 
this morning is, that in all this, and even in the follow- 
ing out of these rules, we must not depend wholly and 
solely on ourselves ; but look at the same time for that 
help and grace which has been procured for us by our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

In this light, therefore, I want you to regard our 
Lord's ascension this morning, viz., how are we benefited 
by it, and how does it help us as believers to live more 
nearly and walk more closely with our God ? Let us 
turn, then, to the text. " Thou hast ascended on high. 
Thou hast led captivity captive : Thou hast received gifts 
for men ; yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord Grod 
might dwell among them.'' Let us take the text as it 
stands. 

L " Thou hast ascended on high." " TJum ;" that 
is, our Lord ; He who first left His heavenly glory, that 
He might come down to this earth to do for us great 
things. This is He who was bom of the Virgin Mary in 
the stall of the inn at Bethlehem ; He who wrought 
at the carpenter's trade when a young man; He who 
preached, who healed the sick, cleansed the lepers, and 
raised the dead ; He who suffered and died on the cross ; 
He who was laid to rest in Joseph's tomb, and then rose 
again on the third day ; to Him the words of our text 
are addressed in the language of inspired prophecy. 

Then this holy being, who thus lived, and suffered, 
and died, and rose again for us, is here described as hav- 
ing ascended on high ; gone again, that is, to the glory 
which He had left when He became a man ; returned 
back again to those regions of light and spotless purity 
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in which the almighty Father dwells. Into that bright 
abode of divine glory, the Kedeemer entered when the 
cloud received Him out of the sight of those wondering 
disciples. His hard warfare was accomplished ; and now 
He returned on high, having purchased the redemption 
of a lost and ruined world. And now what was this to 
««, His ascending on high ? The text proceeds to ex- 
plain that to us in detail. 

II. " Thou hast ^ed captivity captive.'' Those 
are the words that come next. Here, then, we come to 
those inestimable benefits which became ours when our 
Lord ascended again to His glory. " Them hast led cap- 
tivity captive/' Those words are full of joyful meaning 
to that Christian soul which reaUy longs after a closer 
walk of holy nearness with its God. 

The words are variously e^lained by learned com- 
tnentators. The right explanation would appear to be 
!iiis : that when Jesus re-entered His glory, He became 
aerfect and complete master over everything that opposed 
tself against the truths There are many passages which 
«11 us this. In the 8th Psalm we read^ " Thou madest 
Sim to have dominion over the works of thy hands ; 
ihou hast put all things under His feet/' The apostle 
jxplains that, you know, in the 15th chapter of the First 
Bpistle to the Corinthians, as meaning that every enemy, 
ivery opposing power, even death itself,- is put under the 
reet of the conquering Saviour. The expression is taken 
Tom the ancient custom of the conqueror putting his 
:oot upon the necks of the vanquished. So also we read 
In the 2d chapter of the Epistle to the Colossians, that 
Christ " having spoiled principalities and powers, mad 
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a shoiv of them openly, triumphing over them in it!' 
Those principalities and powers are, of course, the powers 
of darkness, all that power of the evil one that exalts 
itself against the Lord. 

Why, then, are all these opposing powers called in the 
text ^^ captivity f It means, I think, that when the 
Lord ascended to His glory, Hejinally led captive those 
who had already been vanquished and made prisoners. 

When one army becomes victorious, that army makes 
prisoners of the soldiers of the other army. Then, when 
the battle is finished, those prisoners are led far away 
into captivity in another land. So it was exactly with 
our Lord. When He upon the cross finished His re- 
deeming work, then the last fatal blow was given to all 
opposing powers. Those powers were vanquished, and 
put under the feet of Christ ; but that leading into cap- 
tivity did not take place until Jesils was glorified by His 
ascension into heaven. 

Now, my brethren, take aU this, as far as it goes, in 
connexion with our subject of last Sunday morning. It 
is probable that those of you who reaUy fear God may 
have thought much about what was then said. You 
have perhaps grieved since then over your own deadness, 
and have mourned somewhat over the general deficiency 
of your spiritual tone. Probably, too, you have tried 
during the past week, as I have tried myself, if you could 
not live nearer, and ever bear in mind God's holy pre- 
sence. 

Be it so. Then you have doubtless found many hin- 
drances, which thwart your desires after a closer walk, at 
every turn. Those hindrances distress you, as well they 
may. Turn', then, again to what I have been saying 
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about our Lord having " led captivity captive," when He 
ascended to heaven. He then became perfect master over 
everything that opposed itseK against Himself; there- 
fore, of course, He also became perfect master over every- 
thing that can oppose itseK against you. There is a 
truth lies here, the comfort of which beUevers do not take 
to themselves so much as they might do. Every hin- 
drance to our spiritual life is already conquered fcrr us by 
our Redeemer. He has HimseK put His feet on the necks 
of those hindrances, and led them into captivity. 

They are, therefore, now all of them subject to Him, 
and can be entirely removed from us at ffis bidding. 
This is why we are called " more than conquerors 
through Him that loved us," Now, my brethren, vHiiat 
is it that you find hinders your spiritual life ? Sev^ul 
things, perhaps. The world; thoughts about things 
that are in the world ; direct, open, or hidden and subtle 
temptations to sin ; evil thoughts which come crowding 
in upon the heart; troubles and sorrows of various 
kinds ; and most of all, perhaps, your own unsvhdued 
spirit. These are your hindrances. It is these that daily 
deaden the brightness of your spiritual life. Remember, 
then, that all of them have already become subject to 
Christy when He " led captivity captive.'' In Him, 
therefore, ycm may also overcome; and, as the apostle 
says, may even " bring into captivity every thcnight to the 
obedience of Christ." 

It wiU, however, be evident to you that something 
mare than the mere^oc^ of our Lord's having " led cap- 
tivity captive" is needed, in order that we may be able 
completely to overcome through Him. That is the next 
point, then, to be noticed in the text. 
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III. " Thou hast received gifts for men," says the 
text. There can be no doubt as to the meaning of this. 
Eemember that when our Lord came down from heaven 
to suffer and die as He did, it was /or tis that He did so. 
So also with His ascension ; besides the fact of His re- 
turn to His own glory, it was also for vs that He ascended 
into heaven. It was that He might obtain for us certain 
heavenly gifts ; which would enable us to believe on Him 
and to walk with God. When our Lord lived upon this 
earth for thirty-four years, as one of us, He then learned 
what our infirmities are. He saw how we are assailed by 
frequent temptations ; nay, He even felt most keenly the 
tempter s power Him^lf . He saw how hard it was for us 
to keep up a ccmstant walk with Grod. He knew how weak 
the flesh was, even though the spirit might be willing. 

Now, we can easily imagine the effect of all this ex- 
perience on the mind of our Lord. How gladly would 
He lead captive all those hindrances to our spiritual life 
when He ascended on high ! But then, still knowing 
our weakness, stiQ aware of the chilling effect which all 
those hindrances would yet have on our spiritual life, 
even though subdued under Him, our Lord also re- 
turned to His glory, in order to send us help from above. 
We must have a heavenly power given us, not just to 
the Church generally, but to each (me 8 own self; a 
power that will enable us successfully to meet all hin- 
drances, gradually to overcome them, and so to walk 
with God without distraction. That heavenly power we 
have in those gifts which our Lord " received for men," 
when He " ascended on high." 

If you have read carefully the middle chapters of ^ 
Johns Gospel, you will have seen how all this was con- 
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stantly in our Lord's thoughts. He was thinking of how 
His disciples were to be taught, reminded, comforted, 
and kept in the faith when He himself was gone. They 
must have some gift of a supernatural power ; and that 
gift must be the Holy Spirit of God ^ called " the Spirit 
of truth;" called also "the Comforter." That gift of 
the Comforter was not poured out upon mankind until 
aflefr our Lord's ascension. St John plainly tells us this 
in his seventh chapter : " This spake He of the Spirit, 
which they that believe on Him shcmld receive : for the 
Holy Ghost was not yet given ; because that Jesus was 
not yet glorfied." 

When, therefore, the Lord ascended on high, it was 
to receive that gift for His people on earth, and then to 
pour it out upon them,. as He did at Pentecost, and as 
He has done ever since. In that precious gift we have 
all that is needful to keep our souls near to God. He is 
the Quickener. He is the Revealer. He is our Teacher. 
He is our Guide. He is the Helper in prayer. He is 
our Comforter. Do we complain of spiritual deadness ? 
Do we mourn over our general coldness ? Are we un- 
happy because the state of our spiritual life does not 
seem fully to accord with our desires after godliness? 
Do we grieve because we cannot be at all times as we 
are now and then f The remedy lies in that gift of the 
Spirit. In Him is quickening and revealing power, the 
power of divine grace abundantly sufficient for even the 
weakest soul and the most trembling spirit. The gift is 
already received for you. It needs only that you should 
ask for it in earnest and pleading prayer. 

IV. Then observe that these heavenly gifts . were 
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received by our Lord when He ascended on high, even 

i* FOR THE REBELLIOUS ALSO." 

Who are " the rebellious ?" It may be that we are to 
understand by them " Grod's enemies ; " those who hate 
the truth, and openly rebel against it. Heavenly gifts 
have been received, even for them, if only they will seek 
them. We know how God says to an enemy in the 27th 
chapter of Isaiah : " Let him take hold of my strength, 
that he may make peace with me ; and he shall make 
peojce with me!^ 

May we not, however, without going far out of the 
way, take the word "rebellious" to (mr oiun selves? I 
said a short time ago, that our own unsubdued spirits 
were perhaps the chief hindrance to our spiritual life. 

If it were not for that, we should not have to mourn 
so much over our coldness. They will rise up against 
God. The spirit, even of the believer, often itself resists 
the entrance of holy things into the heart ; and that is 
the case, even with the loving and affectionate believer. 
He whose heart and inner self is at times so melted and 
so softened, so filled too with holy thoughts ; after a little 
time has passed, angels would hardly know that same 
believer again ; for now his warm and overflowing heart 
has become cold and worldly ; he is, in fact, rebelling 
against his God. 

Everlasting praise, therefore, be to our Kedeemer, 
that He received those heavenly gifts — ^'/or the rebel- 
liotcs also.*' 

V. And then once more, notice those few concluding 
words, "That the Lord God might dwell among 
THEM." This was why our Lord " ascended on high ; " 
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this was why He " led captivity captive ; " this was why 
He " received gifts for men ; yea, for the rebellious also," 
it was " that the Lord God might dwell amcmg us!' 

Oh, what a thought ! The dwelling-place of God 
Most Holy is not alxme the highest heavens. He dwells 
also amongst us, " with him also that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit." 

Too little do we realise that great fact. brethren, 
get to feel that you cannot move without Grod's eye be- 
ing upon you. Think not of Him as far away in yonder 
heaven; but think of Him as in your house, in your 
room, in your heart ! Oh, how different would be our 
spiritual life if we could always realise that tremendous 
fact ! He is not a God far off. He is a God near at 
hand. Eemember that, my brethren ; always remember 
it. You will not be cold then. Your sins will be fewer. 
Your prayers will no longer be a burden ; but qft&n dur- 
ing each day will you for a few moments drop on your 
knees, and hold communion with Him who is ever near 
you. 

Then will you fully understand the meaning of our 
Lord's own words, when, after speaking of many spiritual 
matters, He said to His disciples, " These things have I 
spoken unto you, that ycmrjoy may he full." 



SERMON VIII. 



THE HOLY SPIRIT. 



Psalm Ixxlii. 23, 24. 

" Nevertheless I am continually with Thee : Thou hast holden me by 
my right hand. Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and 
afterward receive me to glory." 

Whit-Sunday is one of our Church's greatest days. We 
commemorate to day that blessed season in which was 
fulfilled to the apostles at Jerusalem "the promise of 
the Father." 

It was after our Lord had ascended to His glory, when 
the disciples "were all with one accord in one place;" 
it was then that suddenly the gift of the Holy Spirit of 
God was poured out upon them from heaven. Then 
they were endued with a certain miraculous power. 
Then something heavenly came down, actually to dwell 
with them; to open their understandings, that they 
might know "the deep things of God;" to give them 
strength to resist every temptation ; in short, to be their 
constant Comforter, in the place of Him who had " as- 
cended on high." 

It is a large subject, my brethren, on which to speak, 
that gift of the Holy Spirit. I can only bring part of 
that subject before you in my two sermons to-day. I 
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^toposBy therefore, to let our text open out that part of 
he subject which may be for our consideration this 
aoming. " Nevertheless I am continually with Thee ; 
?hou hast holden me by my right hand. Thou shalt 
iiide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to 
:lory." Let us take the words as they stand. 

I. " Nevertheless I am continually with Thee." 
^n order to imderstand these words let the former part 
if the psalm throw light on them. The writer of the 
isalm tells us that he was at one time " envmis of the 
boluh, when he saw the prosperity of the wicked!' 
There were "no bands in their death/' They were 
' not troubled like other men." " Their eyes stood out 
vith fatness; they had more than heart could wish." 
The psalmist envied them. It became a great snare to 
lim the doing so. He looked upon their gay life, free 
us it seemed from all care and sadness. Then it would 
ippear that he turned his eyes upon himself. He be- 
aeld himself not so free. There was a restraint upon 
him. He was held back. He could not live on and sin 
18 they did. No, his path must be the strait and narrow 
)ne, rough and rugged at times, instead of that broad 
md easy path by which they were travelling onward to 
3ternity. The psalmist envied them their freedom and 
prosperity ; so much so that his own " feet were almost 
5one; his steps had well-nigh slipped." He envied 
bhem until he went into the sanctuary of Grod ; and then 
he understood their sad and dreadful end. 

In this 23d verse, then, the psalmist, having seen the 
end of the wicked, has recovered himself from that envi- 
ous spirit. He has escaped out of the snare which Satan 
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had set for him ; and now, instead of envying the wicked, 
he turns his thoughts upon his own happy lot as a ser- 
vant of God. '^Nevertheless I am contimuiUy toiih 
Theer 

That, my brethren, is our grand source of happiness ; 
it is to be continually with God, My own heart tells 
me that there is no happiness apart from Him ; and the 
more spiritually minded we all become, so much the 
more shall we find that to be true. The daily cares of 
life are around us. Thoughts of earth beset our hearts. 
One thing and another causes our heavenward way to 
be often rough and rugged, instead of smooth and easy. 
In the midst of all this the way of peace is, to be able 
to say with our text, '^ Nevertheless I am continually uoiOi 
Thee." To feel God's presence ; to have a constant seme 
of that presence, not a fearful, but a loving sense of it ; 
to have no separation between us and Him caused by 
continual falls into sin; to have that divine presence 
with us, ever unclouded and bright : oh, brethren, that 
is happiness indeed ! Now, if this be not our experience, 
the fault lies with us, and not with God. It is the fault 
of our weak and sinful hearts, which so readily run after 
earthly instead of heavenly things. See, then, how our 
ascended Saviour has provided for us against that diffi- 
culty. He has obtained for us, according to the promise 
of the Father, a constantly-indwelling Comforter, part of 
whose work within us is to keep us ever near to God. 

That is one of the main reasons why the Holy ^irit 
is given to them that believe. It is that they may be 
kept in holy nearness. When we sometimes feel as 
though God were not with us, it is not that He is not 
with us ; it is that we are not present with Him, There 
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are so many matters of constant and daily occurrence 
^^hich make us forget the nearness of our Lord ; and then 
it is, even without falling into open sin — then it is that 
our hearts become estranged. 

The constant work of the Holy Spirit, then, is to pre- 
vent that estrangement, and ever to keep us near. This 
He does by continually reminding us, and suggesting 
^within us thoughts of Christ. Thus the Lord himseK, 
Bpeaking of that promised gift, said, " The Comforter, 
^which is the Holy Ghost, shall bring all things to your 
irefnvembraTUie, whatsoever I have said unto you ;" and 
again, " When the Comforter is come, whom I will send 
unto you from the Father^ even the Spirit of truth. He 
shaU testify of me!' It is thus, then, by giving us many 
xeminders in the way of holy thoughts, and especially 
thoughts about the Saviour, it is thus that the Holy Spirit 
keeps them in holy nearness, in whose hearts He dwells. 
Kemember that, my brethren ; and on that account let 
there ever be a constantly earnest prayer for an increased 
outpouring of that Holy Spirit upon you. You feel a 
want of something to detain your soul in God's presence. 
You have no wish to wander away ; and gladly would 
you avoid all such wandering. Here, then, you have the 
means laid before you of preventing it. Seek for more 
of that Holy Spirit, whose work it is to testify of Christ, 
and " bring to your remembrance whatsoever He has 
said to you." 

In this way aUxyne will you be able to say with the 
psalmist, in the midst of all your daily temptations and 
cares, " Nevertheless I am continually with Thee J' 

II. But again : the text goes on, " Thou hast holden 
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ME BY MT RIGHT HAND." What for ? Evidently to keep 
him from falling, at those special times when " his feet 
were almost gone, and his steps had well-nigh slipped." 
That had been a time of great danger. The psalmist 
had so greatly erred in his envy of those who feared not 
God, that he was as nearly lost as a man is whose feet 
slip on the brink of a precipice. Had he gone on envy- 
ing sinners, in time those feelings would have got the 
better of him ; until at last, perhaps, he might even have 
become a partaker with those whom he thus envied in 
the pleasures of sin. 

When the psalmist was thus in danger, when he stood, 
as it were, upon the mountain's edge, with his feet slip- 
ping nearer and nearer to the brink of that yawning gulf, 
then was there put forth a mighty arm to save him. It 
was the strong arm of his God. It was extended to his 
aid. It ** held him by his right hand ;" and he was 
saved. 

There are times, my brethren, when we also, even the 
best of us, need that same almighty arm to save us, 
when in danger of some fearful fall. A terrible sin is 
often presented before us with very small beginnings, in 
order that the Christian may not suspect how far Satan 
means him to go in the end. Be the beginnings of 
temptation large or be they small,, the object of the 
tempter is all one and the same ; it is no less than the 
total overthrow and downfall of that Christian soul. 

This being so, then, we may often be in very great 
danger, even though we know it not. One envious look 
at the wicked caused the psalmist in the case before us 
to err ; so may one evil thought or one unconquered dis- 



THE HOLY SPIRIT. 79 

position be the commencement of om* final downfall, un- 
less om* slipping footsteps are arrested by the Lord. 

It is, then, the presence of Grod's Holy Spirit within 
lis that does this for us. There is no visible arm held 
forth to hold us back ; but there is the power of what is 
called ^^ preserving grace.*' " My grace is sufficient for 
thee," said the Lord himseK to the apostle Paul. That 
grace is given through the medium of the Holy Spirit. 
Thus in the 10th chapter of Hebrews, He is called " the 
Spirit of grace ;" and those who have " done despite" to 
that " Spirit of grace" are said to be worthy of the sorest 
punishment. Then also in the 4th chapter of Ephesians 
we are warned not to " grieve that Holy Spirit whereby 
toe are sealed unto the day of redemption ;" kept safe, 
that is, preserved and kept from falling. 

How that Holy Spirit within keeps us from falling is 
matter for thought. It would seem to be by His gradu- 
ally sanctifying and making holy the believer s mind, by 
His marking sin appear hateful to that renewed mind, and 
by reminding it constantly of the things of Christ. 

In this way, probably, by the inner presence of the 
Comforter, you who are the Saviour's disciples may many 
times have been kept from falling, and " holden by your 
right hand" when Satan had planned your complete 
overthrow. 

III. But let us proceed. The text goes on to say, 
** Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel." 

The psalmist has escaped from the snare into which 
he had nearly fallen ; he thanks God for it, and looks 
back upon his deliverance. Then does he naturally look 
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forward to the remainder of his way through life ; and 
as he does so, he prays that Gk)d " will guide him with 
His counsel!* A wholesome feeling of dependance on 
the Almighty is here expressed in these words, " I have 
nearly fallen once, my God! my feet were almost 
gone ; my steps had well-nigh slipped. There may be 
many other snares before me yet. I may not know them 
when I see them. God, I lean upon thee. Thou shalt 
guide me with Thy counsel!' 

Our experience, my brethren, is probably just what his 
was. We may have been near to the edge of the preci- 
pice. We may have, unwittingly perhaps, trode upon the 
very edge of some fearful soul-destroying chasm. The 
Holy Spirit within saved us by His preserving grace, 
and thus we were " holden hy our right hand!* 

Let such a thought as that make us henceforth less 
trustful of ourselves. Our own minds alone are not safe 
guides. We need something more than that. You who 
are sensitive and thoughtful believers, you doubtless look 
forward now and then, as well as you can do, to your 
own future. If you are young, that future may be com- 
posed of many years yet to come. Perhaps you are afraid 
that in course of time your present warm feelings may 
leave you ; and the love which you now bear towards the 
Eedeemer become cold. Such thoughts are natural ; for 
the way of life does lie amidst many snares and dangers 
on the right hand and on the left, and in the very path 
itself. How, then, shall you pursue your way in safety ? 
Only by leaning trustingly on that same almighty Power 
which has hitherto kept you from falling, and saying, 
with the psalmist in the text, " Thau shall guide me 
with Thy counsel!* 
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Now, my brethren, the Bible leaves us not in doubt 

about that guiding. The Psalms are full of reference to 

it, and the New Testament explains it. Our conscience, 

when purged from dead works, is a natural guide ; but 

there is needed something else to guide the conscience. 

Thus the Saviour himself said to His disciples, " When 

He, the Spirit of truth is come. He will guide you info 

<xU truth ; and He will show you things to come." So 

also says the apostle in the 8th chapter of Eomans, " As 

xnany as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons 

of God." 

If, therefore, the Spirit be given you in answer to your 
prayer, you are here told what it is that He will do for 
you. He will hod and " guide you into all truth" by 
showing you things to come. That is. He will reveal 
Ood's truth within you. He will give you clear under- 
standings, so that you may see into the things, even the 
deep things of God. So clear will He make the scheme 
of redemption come out before you, and so important to 
your own self will He make the washing of the Redeem- 
er s blood appear to you, that you will be a frequei^t 
visitor to the Saviour's cross, in order to obtain the par- 
don of aU sin. Then, by that same revealing of the 
truth, by means of that light which He will shed uppn 
your path, He will enable you to pick your way safely 
amidst all the snates which Satan may set to catch your 
feet. Depend, then, on that heavenly guidance ; and not 
only so, but seek it and ask for it. 

There may be many occasions in which you will need 
extra guidance. In many matters of spiritual difficulty, 
you may want especial counsel from the Most High. 
Then, make that a matter for special prayer, and ask for 

F 
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guidance concerning it. The leading will come through 
the medium of the same indwelling Spirit. You will 
not be left in the dark as to the right course. Some-, 
thing will speak to you, and rightly influence your mind. 
Thus through the medium of that indwelling Comforter, 
Grod will " guide you with His counsel!* 

IV. There only remain, then, the few words with 
which our text closes. " Thou shalt guide me with thy 
counsel, and afterwards receive me to glory." That 
is the great end of all things for which the believer waits. 

The Psalmist in our text, trusting no more to himself, 
looks to the Lord " to guide him with his counsel!' Well 
does he know whither the guiding of that counsel will 
lead him. It will bring him at last to behold and share 
God's own heavenly glory. 

What a thought is that, my brethren ! If we trust 
ourselves to the Holy Spirit's guiding, not only wiU He 
bring us safely through those snares and dangers which 
beset our path, but the end of that same guiding will be 
heaven, or what our text caUs " glory." " Afterward 
thou shalt receive me to ghry!' We are reminded here 
of our Lord's own words, " Father, I wiU that they also 
whom thou hast given me be with me where I am, that 
they may behold my glory!* To that glory of Christ in 
heaven the Holy Spirit afterwards brings those whom 
He guides. If any of you attain at last to heaven's joys, 
it will be through the guidance of that same indwelling 
Comforter, and in no other way. 

He first brings the sinner to the cross of Christ. He 
conducts the forgiven one through all the way that lies 
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between the cross and the skies, until at last that re- 
deemed one is " received to glory." 

I think I have said enough this morning, my brethren, 
to induce you to make it one of the chief petitions in 
your own constant prayer, ** Lord, give me thy Holy 
Spirit" By Him you are kept in constant nearness to 
God. By Him you are preserved from falling, and 
" holden by your right hand." By His means you are 
guided with divine counsel ; and through His guiding 
you are at the last " received to glory." Oh let it be 
your constant prayer, and especially on this day and dur- 
ing this week, that that Holy Spirit may be given you ; 
remembering the sure promise, " If ye, then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
^rncyre shall my heavenly Father give His Holy Spirit to 
them that ash Him" 



SERMON IX. 

THE EYES SHUT FROM SEEING EVIL. 

Is A. xxxiii. 15-17. 

" He that shutteth his eyes from Beeing evil : he shall dwell on high : 
his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks : bread shall 
be given him ; his waters shall be sure. Thine eyes shall see the 
king in his beauty : they shall behold the land that is very far 
oflf." 

It must be at once evident to all who read these words 
that they eontam a very precious promise to some one. 
A glance at the chapter tells us to whom the promise 
was &8t made. In the former part of the chapter the 
prophet is foretelling the desolate state of Jerusalem, as 
well as the way in which God would rise up to deliver 
in answer to His peoples' prayers. In the second verse 
we have the people praying, " Lord, be gracious unto 
us ; we have waited for Thee ; be Thou their arm every 
morning, our salvation also in the time of trouble." In 
the tenth verse we have the answer to that prayer, " Now 
will I arise, saith the Lord : now will I be exalted : now 
will I lift up myself: and the people, (that is your 
enemies,) shall be as the burnings of lime: as thorns 
cut up shall they be burned in the fire." Then, after 
that manifest answer to prayer, the Lord calls upon all 
in Zion to hearken. The ^'sinners in Zion" are to be 
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filled with fear ; that is, all who share ZiorCs priviUges^ 
but whose hearts are not right in the sight of God ; but 
to him that " walketh righteously" to him is the promise 
of the text made. 

I propose to take the words of the text this morning 
^wholly in a spiritual sense, and apply them, not indeed 
t>o the ancient Jew, but to ourselves of the present day. 
Let us consider — 

I. To WHOM THE PROMISE IS MADE ; and 

II. The PROMISE itself. 

I. To WHOM THE PROMISE IS MADE. It is, the 14th 

^erse tells us, to him that "walketh righteously;" 
straightforwardly, that is, and evenly, without stumbling, 
in the ways of the Lord. Then, the same verse proceeds 
to explain what it is to walk thus righteously. Such a 
one " speaketh uprightly ; he despiseth the gain of op- 
pressions ; he shaketh his hands from holding of bribes ; 
he stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood ; and shutteth 
his eyes from seeing evil" 

There is much that might be said on all that, on 
every part of such a character. I want to draw your 
attention, however, especially to that latter clause of the 
verse, " and shutteth his eyesfrcyni seeing evil," To him 
who does that there is a grand promise. 

I doubtless speak to some who often mourn over their 
own sinfulness. You desire to be disciples indeed. You 
want to Icrve the Saviour who gave Himself for you, and 
to enjoy His constant presence, without interruption and 
without distraction. You do so sometimes — ^perhaps for 
days together. Then you are Ivappy, for you are having 
a foretaste of heaven. In a little time, however, the 
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happy season passes ; and to your great sorrow, you find 
that you have gradually become cold again. It almost 
seems to you, for the time being, as though God's grace 
was scarcely strong enough to hold you, and to detain 
your soul in His presence. Now, whenever things are 
so, it is well just to inquire diligently into the cause. 
Why have you changed ? Why have your warm feel- 
ings given place to cold ones ? You will generally find, 
I think, that the secret lies here. You have not suffi- 
ciently watched and guarded the heart, or rather, per- 
haps, those ways and channels which lead to the heart. 
Believers know well enough when evil thoughts are ac- 
tually m the heart, for those thoughts distress them. It 
would be well, however, if they would guard and keep 
the ways, so to speak, in order that those evil thoughts 
might never get there at all. 

This, then, is just the very thing of which our text this 
morning speaks. It tells us of hiTn " that shutteth his 
eyes from seeing evil" The ways that lead to the heart 
are what are called " the senses." It is by means of 
tliese that evil thoughts enter, and so disturb the peace of 
the Christian. Many evil thoughts, for instance, enter 
through the ears. Oh, how many young persons have 
been entirely ruined through hearing certain evil words ! 
Those words have been the beginning of evil, until that 
beginning has ended at last in hell. Through the ears 
things before unknown have entered the heart ; and thus 
new but deadly thoughts have been harboured and che- 
rished there. 

The same may be said also of touch. Especially, how- 
ever, may it be said concerning the sense of sight. The 
sense of sight was a vast boon given to mankind by Him 
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who made the eye ; and yet it is often the immediate 
c^Tise of deadly and soul-destroying sin. The eyes are 
sometimes timaed upon unlawful objects ; and with that 
looh^ immediately Satan's messengers, in the shape of 
evil thoughts^ pass into the heart, and hide themselves 
there. It is with the eyes that persons read ; and oh 
liow many souls have been fatally injured by things that 
they have read ! Some paragraph in a newspaper, read 
in early years ; or some book, read perhaps before its eviF 
nature was discovered ; this has obtained a firm lodgment 
in the secret heart ; and for many years afterwards, per- 
haps throughout the whole of life, that very thing once; 
read has clung to you with its fatal grasp, and been the 
constantly-recurring cause of evil thoughts. 

It is in this way also that the world, and the vain 
things that are in it, take such a hold of many minds. 
It is mainly through the eye. Thus you remember St 
John speaks of " the lust of the mind'* and ^* the pride of 
life** and classes them together with " the lust of the eye.** 

The text, then, speaks of the man that " shutteth his 
eyes from seeing evil." That is, he will not gaze upon 
it ; he will not even look, lest evil should pass through 
the eye into the heart. David wisely prays, " Turn away 
mine eyes from beholding vanity ; and quicken thou me 
in thy way." Had David remembered that prayer, and 
repeated it again that evening as he walked on the roof 
of his house, he would not have fallen in that sad affair 
of Bathsheba and Uriah. Well does Job say of himself 
concerning this, " I have made a covenxint with mine 
eyes." That is, I have made a bargain with them ; I 
have made an agreement with them, that they shall 
not look upon those things which tend towards iniquity. 
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Oh that all persons would guard, not only their eyes, 
but their other senses also! It is easier to keep the 
enemy without the gates than it is to hinder him from 
destroying, when once he has entered the city. To do 
80, however, calls for much anxious ivatchfulness. That 
calls for self-denial, and much diligent seeking after 
divine grojce. Those are good words for every disciple, 
(and yet we seldom hear them spoken of,) " Finally, 
brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, what- 
soever things are of good repcyrt ; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these 
things." 

I know it is hard thus to keep guard over the senses 
and thoughts; but if evil be admitted through them, 
then at once the Holy Spirit's work within you is hin- 
dered, your spirituality is deadened, and thus even the 
cross of Christ would at last become of none effect. It 
is useless to look upward for the Spirit of God to take 
forcible hold of your soul and detain it in the way of life, 
if all the time you yourself are constantly admitting 
within it those very things which hinder that Holy 
Spirit's work. Let it be with your heart as with that 
heavenly city described in the last chapter of Eevelation, 
" Without" {not within) ^^tvithout are dogs, and sor- 
cerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, 
and whosoever hveth and maketh a lie!' 

Such is the person to whom the promise of the text ia 
made, " He that shutteth his eyes from seeing eviV 

II. We turn, then, secondly, to the promise itself. 
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" He that shutteth his eyes from seemg evil ; he shall 
dwell on high ; his place of defence* shall he the muni- 
tions of rocks ; hrfiod shall he given him, his waters shall 
be sure. Thine eyes shall see the King in His heauty ; 
they shall behold the land that is very far off" I know 
not of a more glorious promise than that in the whole 
Bible. It is a promise, you see, that relates to this life, 
tx> the believers " tim^ in the flesh" Let us take the 
xvords as they come. 

1. "He that shutteth his eyes from seeing evil shall 
clwell on high" The wordjs are well explained by a re- 
ference to what the apostle says in the 2d chapter of 
lEpbesians, about God having made us " sit together in 
Tieavenly places in Christ Jesus" That speaks of the 
liighly exalted state of the true disciple. He is lifted 
above this world, its sins, its cares, its sorrows. His 
mind is a heavenly mind, and his thoughts are always 
spiritual. brethren, is not that just what we want ? 
What advanced Christian is there that does not sigh for 
it ? Who does not earnestly desire to be so lifted above 
the things of earth as that his spiritual frame may not be 
disturbed and hindered ? Some have sought such a state 
of blessedness in retirement from the world altogether, 
dwelling in huts and caves on the mountain sides. There 
is, however, no need for that. Better to remain in that 
situation of life in which an aU-wise God has placed you, 
only, with the help of God's grace, follow out the direc- 
tion of our text ; and while you live in the world, " shut 
y(mr eyes from seeing evil" It is the entrance of vain 
and wicked thoughts ; it is that that disturbs the Chris- 
tian's peace, and lowers his spiritual tone. Oh make a 
covenant with your eyes and all your other senses ; and 
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the promise shall be fulfilled to you, that even while here 
on earth you shall " dwell on high" 

2. Again: "He that shutteth his eyes from seeing 
evil, his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks" 
There are no fortifications like those which nature has 
.formed. Kamparts built up with masonry may in time 
be battered down, or shattered and broken up with can- 
non shot. Not so the hills and the rocks. In the Bible 
the hills are called " everlasting /' and the rock, accord- 
ing to the marginal reading in the 26th of Isaiah, is 
called " the rock of ages" Against these the battering- 
ram may be applied, but it cannot hurt them. Against 
these the cannon shot may be fired, but it cannot throw 
them down. You remember how the Bible speaks of the 
strongholds of En-gedi, of Zion, and of Tyre. Natural 
fortifications were those, composed of enormous rocks, 
and of immense strength. Behind and within such mu- 
nitions as those, " he that shutteth his eyes from seeing 
evil" is here said to dwell. So you would assuredly find 
it, my brethren. When you admit sinful thoughts and 
ideas, as I have shown, through the senses, then every 
such admission wounds you, and hinders your spiritual 
life. Oh, if only those channels that lead to the heart 
could be effectually guarded, so as to admit no evil, then 
the power of temptation would almost wholly cease. 
Your ^^ place of defence would he the munitions of rocks ;" 
and then it would be with your soul as it has been beau- 
tifully written of the heavenly Jerusalem, 

" On the Rock of Ages founded, 

What can shake thy sure repose ? 
With salvation's walls surrounded, 
Thou mayst smile at all thy foes." 



THE EYES SHUT FROM SEEING EVIL. 91 

3. But further : " He that shutteth his eyes from see- 
ing evil, bread shall be given him ; his ivaters shall be 
sure!* Another precious promise that, also connected 
with such a one s " time in the flesh," We are reminded 
here of those beautiful words in the 34th Psalm, " The 
young lions do lack and suffer hunger : but they that seek 
the Lord shall not want any good thing." We are re- 
minded also of those words in the 1st Psalm, " Blessed 
is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the un- 
godly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in 
the seat of the scornful. He shall be like a tree planted 
by the rivers of water, that bringeth flyrth his fruit in his 
season : his leaf also shall not wither ; and whatsoever 
he doeth sJiall prosper " 

brethren, is not this just what you want? Our 
Saviour, you know, speaks of Himself as " the bread of 
life" He speaks also of His gift of the Holy Spirit as 
" a well qf water" in the believer, " springing up unto 
everlasting! life" Do you not desire that such might be 
your happy state ? Oh, what a peaceful and soul-satis- 
fying picture of the believer's condition have we here ! 
Fed with the bread of life — nourished, that is, with 
Christ himself — and satisfied evermore from that never- 
failing well of the Holy Spirit's comfort, which springs 
up unto everlasting life within himself ! That is what 
all believers must long for : and yet such a blessed con- 
dition of holy spirituality is too often hindered. Hin- 
dered how ? Alas I it is by the frequent admission of 
vain, worldly, and unholy thoughts. You see neverthe- 
less that the promise is m^ade ; therefore such a state 
of blessedness can be attained by the disciple on earth. 
Pray for grace to " shut your eyes from, seeing evil." 
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Watch and guard all those avenues which lead to your 
heart. Then your thoughts, already sanctified by the 
indwelling Spirit, will remain pure and clean. Thus you 
will be able to enjoy a state of spiritual blessedness ; for 
the promise of the text will be fulfilled in you, "He that 
shutteth his eyes from seeing evil, bread shall be given 
him ; his waters shall be sure" 

4. And then, once more, the promise goes on, ** Thine 
eyes shall see the King in His beauty ; they shall behold 
the land that is very far off!' These words may describe 
perhaps the lieavenly state of those who have passed the 
river and entered the Canaan above. They may there- 
fore contain a promise of heavenly joys to be entered 
upon when all here below is over. I am, however, in- 
clined to regard the promise, like those which have pre- 
ceded it, as relating mainly to this life. The eyes of the 
disciple are " shut from seeing evil." They are not 
suffered to gaze upon things forbidden. Something, 
however, far better and far more blessed is given in- 
stead, for that disciple's eyes to look on. He is " to 
see the King in His beauty ;" he is " to behold the land 
that is very far off J* Can we doubt who that King is ? 
Can we doubt either what is meant by that far-off land ? 
The King is the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, glori- 
fied and reigning ; and the far-off land is heaven. The 
believer is to see them noio by faith: and that faith, 
which is " the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen," will be so much stronger and clearer 
in proportion as that disciple gvoirds his heart from the 
entrance of evil thoughts within it. 

You would like, my brethren, ever to have an uninter- 
rupted view of your Redeemer. He died for you ; and 
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" by His stripes you were healed." You remember that 
with gratitude ; and gladly would you have your eye of 
faith ever fixed upon Him. You would like also, even 
liere^ to have always an uninterrupted view of heaven 
and its coining joys. As when you look downwards, even 
into the somewhat muddy stream, you see the sky re- 
flected there ; so would you fain have it that heaven, with 
its coming glories, should ever be reflected to your mind, 
even in the midst of those earthly things on which you 
must look. It can be so, at any rate, jnore than it is at 
present. Guard your heart. Keep watch over your 
senses, " Shut your eyes from seeing eviV* Then this 
promise of the text shall also be yours in all its fulness, 
" Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty ; they 
shall behold the land that is very far off" 

I need add no more. The passage has spoken for 
itseU. To possess a truly spiritual mind is like being in 
heaven, even while yet upon earth. Grand and import- 
ant testimony does our text this morning bear to the 
truth of those words, afterwards spoken by St Paul, that 
while " to be carnally minded is death," " to be spiritu- 
ally minded is life and peace.** 



SEEMON X. 

SLEEP TO god's BELOVED. 

Psalm cxxvii. 2. 
" For 80 he giveth hia beloved sleep. 



» 



The words before us have mucli the same meaning as 
when our Lord said to His disciples, " Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you : not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you." 

The whole aim and scope of this Psalm is to show 
that nothing should he done without the Lord, Persons 
may labour to build a house, but except the Lord build 
with them, they labour in vain. The watchman may 
make his nightly rounds in and about the city, but ex- 
cept the Lord himself keep that city, the vigilance of the 
watchman is all in vain. 

So the 2d verse would teach us, with every other em- 
ployment likewise. Persons may be very anxious about 
worldly and business matters. Like Martha, their minds 
may be troubled about many things. They may " rise 
up early," spend the whole day in planning and schem- 
ing and working, and then " sit up late" at the same 
work when they return home. It is, however, all in vain 
if the Lord be not in that work. It is better to do all 
these things in moderation, and rest quietly in Him, 
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looking for and expecting His blessing in all things; 
''for 80 He giveth His beloved sleep/' 

There are two points for our consideration in the text, 

I. To WHOM THE GIFT IS GIVEN ; and, 

II. The GIFT ITSELF, 

I. In the first place, the text teUs of certain to whom 
this precious gift of God, whatever it is, is given. God 
giveth sleep to " His beloved." It will be well, there- 
fore, that we should first endeavour to get a right under- 
standing as to who Gt)d's beloved are. 

I think we may get this pretty nearly from the Psalm 
itseK, even without going further. In these two first 
verses, you see, there are two classes of persons spoken of. 

1, Those tvho live, as it were, without the Lord; and, 

2. Those ivho do all things in and by Him, 

1. In the first place, there are those who live, as it 
-were, without the Lord, It is so indeed, my brethren, 
with many persons. They build their house ; they prop 
up, as it were, all their various family matters; they 
marry ; they bring their children into the world ; they 
guide their households ; they educate their families ; they 
live on from year to year ; and all that wholly toithout 
'God, He is not consulted in aU these things. His 
blessing is not asked. In short, it would be all the same 
to such people, as far as their daily life goes, if there 
were no God at all. 

Without Him also they try to keep their souls, as well 
as the souls of those others committed to their care. 

Then, too, as regards their daily work and business^ 
whatever that may be ; there are those by whom God is 
never eveji consulted in all this. They trust to their own 
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judgment without ever asking His guidance. " They 
rise up early, and sit up late, to eat" only " the bread of 
carefulness." 

Now, my brethren, I think we find throughout the 
Bible that God very much dislikes this spirit of indepen- 
dence as regards Himself. It is indeed very sad, that, 
when God has made man for His own glory, mankind 
should never seek that glory, even in the smallest mat- 
ters. " The way of a man," says the Bible, " is not in 
himself ; for it is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps." And this is something of what our Lord means 
when He says, " Take no thought for your life, what ye 
shall eat, or what ye shall drink ; nor yet for your body, 
what ye shall put on : hat seek ye first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness, and all these things shaU be 
added unto you!' 

2. In contrast, then, with such as these, the Psalm 
also speaks of those toho do all things in and 'by the Lord, 
Have they a house to build, a household to establish, or 
a family of children to bring up ? In all this they do 
their duty, yet the Lord is the Builder. Do they feel the 
many dangers by which they themselves and those com- 
mitted to their charge are surrounded? Against all 
those dangers they most earnestly watch, as those who 
fear God; and yet the Lord himseK is their Keeper. 
Are they daily engaged in matters that call for anxiety, 
and require the utmost diligence and care ? To all these 
things they give their best attention in due moderation, 
at thQ same time they are not forgetful of those soul- 
cheering words, " Casting all your care upon Him; for 
He carethfor you" 

Such a spirit of dependence upon Him is what God 
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likes ; and when such a spirit of dependence and trust 
comes forth from a mind truly Christian and godly, then 
we can understand how it is that those who possess such 
a spirit are called God's " beloved" 

Let us, however, go a little farther, and take a case or 
two in real life, in which such a spirit has been mani- 
fested. 

(1.) Take the case of David. The Hebrew word 
" David" means "beloved ;" and so it was indeed through- 
out David's life. It is true that there were sad blots in 
that life. David fell into fearful sins. But take his life 
as a whole, and you must be struck with the spiritual 
tone of it ; with the way in which he sought God's glory, 
valued and felt God's constant presence, ruled himseK by 
God's precepts, and carried God's Word " hidden in his 
heart," as a " lamp to his feet, and a light to his path." 

It often surprises many a reader that God should still 
have loved David after that matter of Bathsheba and 
Uriah. The reason is found in that constant spirituality 
and nearness of walk^ except on that one occasion. In 
aU David's life, taken as a whole, God was honoured and 
His name glorified. Indeed, so spiritual and heavenly 
were David's aspirations and breathings in some of his 
psalms, that it is a well-known fact that many of the 
words which he uttered were applicable even to our Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself, and were not unfrequently used by 
Him . This was the man, therefore, who was said to be 
" a man after Gods own heart'* 

(2.) Then, too, we may also take the case of Solomon 
before his fall. David called the child's name " Solo- 
mon," which means " peaceable ;" but it is a remarkable 
fact that God himself sent by the hand of Nathan the 

G 
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prophet, and called his name " Jedidiah," which is a 
Hebrew word, meaning " the beloved of the Lord." In 
the first part of Solomon's life, the character described in 
this Psalm was eminently manifested. 

His first request was for wisdom. The greater part 
of his life was taken up in building a temple to God's 
glory; and it was because he had not made earthly 
things his care, but had " sought first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness ;" it was for this that Gk)d 
also gave him what he had not asked, viz., " riches and 
honou*." 

(3.) Then there is also one other case in real life 
which I must bring before you. It is that of Daniel. 
The words used to Daniel by the angel Gabriel are words 
much to be noticed. On one occasion, Daniel had been 
praying ; and as he continued his prayer up to the time 
for the ofi'ering of the evening sacrifice, suddenly the 
angel Gabriel touched him, and said, " Daniel, I am 
now come forth to give thee skill and understanding. 
At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment 
came forth, and I am come to show thee ; for them art 
greatly beloved!' 

Then, on another occasion, that same angel said to 
him again, " O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be 
unto thee ; be stfong, yea, be strong." What words for 
an angel visitor to make use of to a man ! But now why 
was Daniel thus beloved in heaven ? It is not difficult 
to find an answer to that question. Daniel was one, who, 
in all that he did, sought God's glory, and not his onm. 
Besides this, he was a most unselfish man. You may 
see this in the tender way in which he answered the king 
concerning that prophetic dream, " My lord, the dream 
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be to them that hate thee, and the interpretation thereof 
to thine enemies." 

K you trace out the character of Daniel in those few 

chapters which tell us something of his history, you will 

see at once how the constant presence of God was the 

guiding power which ruled his whole life. He lived not 

for himseK. His mind was eminently a spiritual mind. 

He evidently sought God's glory in all his thoughts, 

words, and works ; and that was the reason why he was 

the " man greatly beloved!* 

From what has been said, therefore, it is evident that 
Gk>d loves those who constantly seek His glory, those 
whose minds are holy, trusting, and spiritual; those 
W-hose aim in life is ever to vxilk with Him, that they 
may dwell with Him eternally after death, 

We glorify God by the salvation of our souls. We 
glorify God when we come as needy sinners before the 
Saviour's cross. We glorify Him when our souls are 
Mrashed from sin in the Kedeemer's blood, We glorify 
Him, in proportion as His Holy Spirit is given us, in 
answer to our own prayer. We glorify Him in a spiri- 
tual, holy, consistent, and godly life. " If a man love 
me," says Christ, "he will keep my words; and my 
Father will love him." 

II. Let us turn, then, now, secondly, to consider that 
precious gift which God thus gives to His beloved. It is 
THE GIFT OF SLEEP. '* So He giveth His beloved sleep." 

There are several senses in which we may take that 
-word *' sleep." 

1. Let us take it, first, in its literal meaning, as the 
eleep of the body. This God gives, calm and refreshing, 
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to those who learn to trust Him in all things. There 
are, of course, various reasons why sleep sometimes seems 
to desert us altogether. There are often reasons con- 
nected with the bodily health. It i6 more often the case, 
however, that persons' sleep goes from them, when they 
are harassed by troubled thoughts, or when their con- 
sciences are uneasy and not altogether pure. So it was 
with Ahab, when Naboth refused to give him his vine- 
yard. So it was with Nebuchadnezzar, when he dreamed 
that dream about the image : " His spirit was troubled, 
and his sleep brake from him." It was the same with 
Darius, after he had sealed the stone which covered 
Daniel in the lions' den. In all these cases, those hours 
of wakefulness were the result of troubled thoughts and 
an uneasy conscience. 

It has well been said that, " When we lie down to 
sleep at night, we do so in the ante-chamber of death." 
So it is, my brethren ; and not unfrequently has it hap- 
pened, that, during the quiet hours of the night, sleep 
has suddenly given place to death itseK; and so the 
dreams of the sleeper have, without warning, been ex- 
changed for the reality of things within the dividing veiL 

Oh, for a calm and peaceful conscience ; a conscience 
sprinkled with the Saviour s blood ; " a conscience void 
of offence" before man and God! Even the ordinary 
business of life, if conducted without reference to the 
Almighty, will always bring with it its own harrowing 
and perplexing thoughts. Those thoughts cause many 
a one to " rise up early and sit up late, to eat the bread 
of carefulness;" when, if such a one truly feared Grod 
and trusted Him more, his rest might be less broken, and 
the promise of the text would be his, " So He giveth His 
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beloved sleep!' Thus David says in the 3d Psahn, " I 
laid me down and slept ; I awaked, for the Lord sits- 
tained me" Thus, too, we read in the 3d chapter of 
Proverbs, " My son, keep sound wisdom and discretion : 
so shall they be life to thy soul, and grace to thy neck. 
Then shalt thou walk » in thy way safely, and thy foot 
shall not stumble. When thou liest dovm, thou shalt not 
be afraid.; yea, thou shalt lie dovm, and thy sleep shall 
be sweet*' And it is with the same idea of a peaceful 
conscience that we have it in one of our evening hymns, 
written by an eminent servant of God lately gone to his 
rest : — 

" Watch by the sick ; enrich the poor 
With blessings from Thy boundless store ; 
Be every mourner's sleep to-night, 
Like infant's slumbers, pure and light." 

2. Then, too, we may also take the word in our text 
as meaning peace of mind, freedom from all undue 
anxiety, a calm and quiet repose, even under trying cir- 
cumstances. The Bible, I think, teaches us in many 
places that Grod will give that, and give it abundantly, 
to those who are truly His. Thus we read, you know, in 
the 9l8t Psalm, " He that dwelleth in the secret place 
of the Most High, shall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty." " Because thou hast made the Lord, even 
the Most High, thy habitation, there shall no evil befall 
thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy divelling" 
So also in the 112th Psalin, " The righteous shall be in 
everlasting remembrance. He shall not be afraid of evil 
tidings : his heart isfxed, trusting in the Lord!' Again, 
in the 26th of Isaiah, " Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peax^e, whose mind is stayed on thee \' and again, in our 
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Lord's own words, " Pecice I leave with you ; my peax^e 
I give unto you." 

There are often times, my brethren, when the mind 
loill become restless. When, for instance, you are waitr 
ing for important letters by the post, letters which may 
alter the whole course of your life ; when you are trying 
some new scheme in your business ; when you are watch- 
ing by the bedside of a loved one, and listening to his 
laboured breathing, while he yet hangs, as it were, be- 
tween life and death, — oh, how hard is it at such times 
to be peaceful, collected, and calm I And yet why not ? 
Are not all these things in the hands of the Almighty ? 
Will He do wrong in them ? If you trust implicitly to 
His guidance, is He likely to cause you to take a false 
step ? Are we not plainly told that " all things work 
together for good to them that love God?" When, 
therefore, those words stand as they do in the Bible, shall 
we doubt them ? Surely not ! Oh for a heart to trust 
God more ! Oh for that peaceful spirit which would lie 
passive in the hands of an almighty Father ! Oh for a 
more frequent, habitual, and trustful approach to the 
throne of grace ! Then might the Christian leave all in 
the hands of his God, assured of the fulfilment of that 
Scripture promise, " In quietness and in confidence shall 
be your strength f and again, " In all thy ways acknow- 
ledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths." 

3. And then, lastly, there is one other sense in which 
we might perhaps take the word sleep in the text ; I 
mean, as the sleep of death. In this sense the words be- 
fore us are peculiarly beautiful, ^^ So He giveth His 
beloved sleep.'' This life has its trials. The mind has 
its sorrows, and the body has its pains and sicknesses^ 
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There is an end to all that coming ; and the Bible sweetly 
tells us that " there remaineth a rest for the people of 
Grod." " After that," says the apostle, " Jesus was seen 
of above five hundred brethren at once ; of whom the 
greater part remain unto this present, but some arefaUen 
asleep!' They had run their race. They had finished 
their course. They beheld with their own eyes the risen 
Lord ; and then, their day on earth being ended, they 
fell asleep, to awake in a holier and brighter world. 

So it is with all God's beloved. The cares of life are 
ended. The toils belonging to earth are all over ; and 
then, in obedience to his Maker s will, the Christian be- 
liever sinks to sleep in death ; and thus he passes from 
corruption to incorruption, from dishonour to glory, from 
weakness to power. 

Brethren, let it be so with you 1 Being first cleansed 
from sin by the blood of Jesus, strive earnestly to come 
nearer to God in your daily walk through life. Seek, 
through the grace that is so freely offered, to become 
more spiritually-minded. Bring to God all your cares, 
and learn to trust Him with them. Then you will find 
that a holy peace, a calm and quiet tranquillity, will at 
all times possess your soul ; and then, as you draw near 
your end, that same peaceful tranquillity will still abidfe 
with you ; for in all matters the words of the text are 
true, that 

" So He giveth His beloved sleep." 



SEKMON XI. 

THE WELLS OF SALVATION. 

IsA. zii. 3. 

" Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells .of 

salvation." 

« 

The words of the text were, of course, spoken first of all 
concerning Israel. In this and in the former chapter 
the prophet is telling of the day when the Messiah's 
kingdom shall be established. " There shall come forth 
a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow 
out of his roots : and the Spirit of the Lord shall rest 
upon him." Then, having described the Messiah's king- 
dom in the 11th chapter, the prophet goes on to speak 
of the day when Israel should own Him as their Saviour 
and their God, — " And in that day thou shalt say, 
Lord, I will praise thee. Behold, Grod is my salvation ; 
I will trust, and not be afraid : for the Lord Jehovah is 
my strength and my song • He also is become my salva- 
tion." " Therefore" adds the prophet in the 3d verse, 
" therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells 
of salvation!' Now, though the words were first spoken 
concerning Israel, we inay also take them as a rich pro- 
mise to every believer in Christ; for, you see, Israel's 
drawing water with joy out of those wells of salvation 
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depended on their first receiving the Saviour into their 
hearts. So now. The believer has done that. He is, 
therefore, entitled to the same refreshing draughts as 
the believing Jew. He may come forward with the same 
joy, and draw water from the same wells. 
The text divides itself into these four heads : — 

I. Salvation; 

II. The wells of salvation ; 

III. The believer drawing water out of those 
wells ; and, 

IV. He does so with joy. 

I. Salvation. This is a word which we very often 
3ieet with in the Bible. The Psalms and the Prophets 
ire full of it. Solomon prayed at the dedication of the 
iiemple, " Let thy priests, Lord God, be clotJied tvith 
iolvation" Again and again in the Psalms the Lord is 
iddressed as " the God of our salvation.'' In the 74th 
Psalm we read of Him as God " working salvation in 
the midst of the earth.'' In the 116th Psalm, David 
3ays, " I will take the cup of salvation, and call on the 
name of the Lord." In the 118th Psalm, we read that 
'* the voice of salvation is in the tabernacle of the right- 
eous." In the 60th chapter of Isaiah, it is said to Jeru- 
salem, " Thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy 
gates Praise." In the 3d chapter of Habakkuk, we read 
that God rode upon " cJiariots of salvation" 

The meaning of the word in these passages would 
appear to be victory, and the Joy which follows upon 
victory.. Thus, "the voice of salvation" (that is, the 
sounds of joy and gladness consequent upon victory) is 
said to be " in the tabernacle of the righteous," and thus 



\ 



106 AIDS TO SPIRITUAL RELIGION. 

the Lord is said to " ride upon chariots of salvation,"—* 
referring to the bright chariots of heaven, in which the 
Lord fights for and brings victory to His people. 

There is, however, a further meaning than this in the 
Bible to the word " salvation." Spiritually speaking, it 
means deliverance from the tvrath of God consequent 
upon sin not repented of and blotted out, as well as deli- 
verance from the power of sin and Satan. 
. 1. Salvation means deliverance from the wrath of God 
consequent upon sin not repented of and blotted out. 
Thus we read of Christ, " Neither is there salvation in 
any other ; for there is none other name under heaven, 
given amongst men, whereby men must be saved.*' So, 
too, we read in the 5th of Komans, that " being now jus- 
tified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through Him." 

Now, my brethren, just think of that ! We deserve 
wrath, and all the dreadful things that come with the" 
wrath of God ; and yet, " being justified by the blood of 
Christ," — ^the blood which He shed for us upon the cross, 
— " we shall be saved from that wrath through Him !" 

Then, too, salvation in this sense not only means the 
mere deliverance from deserved punishment, aa when the 
criminal in the dock is declared to be " not guilty," and 
allowed to go : (he is merely discharged ; perhaps he has 
Ho friends ; perhaps he is weU-nigh starving and wholly 
without means, as he leaves that prison-door a free man:) 
but salvation, in the Bible sense of it, means also jprovi- 
sion made for the saved. In it is included heaven, all 
those shouts of joy and victory in the eternal world, and 
all that is included in that " rest which remaineth to the 
people of God." It is of salvation in this sense that St 
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Peter speaks, when he tells us that we are " kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation^ ready to be 
xevealed in the last time." 

2. But salvation also means deliverance from the power 
of sin and Satan. Thus the angel said to Mary, " Thou 
shalt call His n^^me Jesus, for He shall save His people 
from their dnsy Need I remind you, my brethren, how 
you are by nature under the power of sin ? Does it need 
for me to tell you how easily you are led into temptation, 
and how attractive certain sins are, when they < are put 
before you enticingly by the tempter ? Need I prove to 
you that the apostle was right when he spoke of " the sin 
which doth so easily beset us ?" Nay, but you know it ; 
you know it by sad experience. 

From that power of sin and Satan the believer is saved, 
and gradually freed, even during life. He becomes 
" more than a conqueror/' He obtains the victory over 
his own sinful passions ; and then in all future assaults 
he wears what the Bible calls " the helmet of salvation." 
That is, he goes forth to battle with Satan and his own 
evil heart, with the joyful feeling that in former conflicts 
with the same enemies, he has overcome through the 
strength of Christ. 

Such is the meaning of the word " salvation,'' It 
means deliverance through the blood of Christ from the 
wrath of God ; in which deliverance are also included the 
future joys of heaven. It also means deliverance from 
the power of Satan, and from the natural hold which sin 
has upon us. 

II. The text, then, tells us, secondly, of " the wells 
DP SALVATION." I need hardly remind you, perhaps, 
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that the word " wells" would have a greater significance 
in that warm dry country in which the prophet wrote 
than it has here. To us a well of water is not much, 
seeing that to almost every house there is one. In dry 
weather we value our wells more ; but even then, we can. 



hardly understand the eagerness with which the travelle 
in an eastern desert swallows a draught of water. Tb 
eastern deserts consist of vast plains of deep, dry, an 
burning sand. Here and there, perhaps hundreds o 
miles apart, are shady green spots, where there are 
of water. To this image the prophet doubtless make 
allusion when he speaks of " the wells of salvation" B; 
the word " wells," therefore, a word so refreshing to 
eastern mind, he clearly means something good, somi 
thing reviving, something refreshing, to be got out o 
salvation. He means, no doubt, something cheering^ 
something joyous, something that renders tiie believei' 
happy, coming forth out of that state of salvation int(^ 
which he has been called, like water springing forth from, 
a well. And as the text speaks of more than one " well 
of salvation," we may conclude that there are manyy 
many sources of constant 'refreshing and joy springing' 
forth from that state of salvation into which the believer 
has been brought by God. Let me point out to you 
some of these " wells of salvation." 

1. One of them is an assurance that sin is already 
'pardoned. Here is where so many people err. They 
are looking to be forgiven at the last I believe the 
thought of many a true Christian is, "I hope I shall be 
forgiven when I die!' Are you not, then, forgiven now? 
Is that forgiveness something to which you are yet look" 
ing forward f Are all your sins still upon you, and will 
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bhey remain upon you till you die? Will you carry 
your burden through every passage of your Christian 
life, until Christ at last relieves you of it at the gate 
of heaven f Nay, my brethren ; but when you first come 
to Christ, when you first heartily receive Him as your 
Saviour — then, then you receive at once the pardon of 
sins that are past ; you are then what the Bible calls 
"justified;" and were you then to die, your soul would 
be safe. 

Now, in this — I don't meant in a presumptuous feeling 
that one is safe because one believes, but in a sure and 
well-grounded trust that past sins are already done away 
and forgiven — in this, I say, there must be a source of 
happiness to the believer, a constant refreshing, as it 
were, as he passes on in his way. 

2. Then, from this we immediately pass to another of 
salvation s " wells," and that is, not only the assurance of 
pardon, but that which closely foUows upon it, the assur- 
ance of heavenly rest in the brighter tvorld. K we are 
pardoned, then we are in Christ ; and to be in Christ 
now is to be with Him hereafter. When His disciples 
were getting somewhat anxious with regard to the future, 
and when their minds began to be filled with sad fore- 
bodings, what was it the Lord said to them ? " Let not 
your heart be troubled : ye believe in God, believe also 

* 

in me. In my Father s house are many mansions. I 
go to prepare a place for you." Cheering words those, 
and words which have been a comfort to many. 

Would we stay here, if we might, in this world of 
changes, sorrows, and trials? Nay, but the believers 
thoughts are beyond it; they are fixed lovingly on a 
brighter land beyond the grave, where toil and disap- 
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pointments, and pain and woe are unknown. The be- 
liever, then, knows that that brighter land is a promised 
land. It is for him; and through the cleansing of the 
blood of the Kedeemer and the mercy of God he will one 
day be there. " Behold," says Job, " my witness is in 
heaven, and my record on high." " I know that my 
Kedeemer liveth ; and though after my skin worms de- 
stroy this body, yet in my flesh I shall see God." 

When the believer thinks upon all this; when, for 
instance, in his seasons of depression and spiritual weari- 
ness, something tells him that time is passing, and that 
ere long he will know and see for himself all the hidden 
mysteries of that brighter world ; when he feels sure that 
he is in Christ now, and that to be in Christ now is 
to be with Him hereafter ; then is there not here another 
well from which he may refresh his spirit ? It was of 
this " well of salvation" that the apostle Paul drank so 
deeply when he said, " Though our outward man perish, 
yet the inward man is renewed day by day ; for our light 
affiction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory ; while 
we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen." 

3. Then, too, I said that salvation signified deliverance 
from the power of sin and Satan. Here, too, in this very 
thing there are ** wells." The conflict with evil is hard, 
as all God's people know ; still it is sweet to be a con- 
queror. There is far more pleasure to be derived from a 
. battle won than from a battle lost. " Kesist the devil," 
says the Bible, " and he will flee from you." Satan's 
head, you remember, was bruised for us by the Saviour's 
death; thus salvation and deliverance from his power 
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was obtained for and given to every believer in the Son 
of God. 

If, therefore, you realise that redemption from the 
power of Satan ; if you can realise the great fact that you 
are taken, as it were, out of his hand by the death of 
Christ ; and if you can feel that the power of sin is get- 
ting less and less hold upon you, as the devil flees from 
you; then here is another of salvation s wells, from which 
you may refresh yourself by the way. 

4. Then, besides all this, there are other matters which 
the Bible calls " the things that accompany salvation.'*^ 
Here we may note the constant presence of our God, and 
. the indwelling of the Comforter ; the love, too, which 
God has for us; the mercies and blessings which the 
people of God receive day by day from above, all the pri- 
vileges of the throne of grace and of the mercy-seat, 
whereon sits the great Hearer and Answerer of prayer. 
These and many other matters of a like kind may be 
coimted as among " the wells of salvation" 

III. The text, then, tells us, in the third place, of 
the believer's drawing water out of these wells. 
This, of course, he does in order to refresh himself by 
the way, and to give him strength, a Kght heart, and a 
* cheerful spirit, as he passes along on the road to glory. 
Thus we read in the 84th Psalm: ** Blessed is the man 
whose strength is in thee : in whose heart are the ways 
of them. Who passing through the vaUey of Baca" 
(that is, the vaUey of weeping) " make it a well ; the 
rain also fiUeth the pools. They go from strength to 
strength: every one of them in Zion appeareth before 
God." 
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This world, through which we all have to pass, is 
sometimes poetically called " a vale of tears." So it often 
is to many ; and the expression well accords with that 
passage in the Psalm just quoted, " the valley of Baca," 
or " the valley of weeping." Through that valley we 
must all pass in our time ; but blessed is the man who 
maketh it a " well ;" that is, he finds " wells of salva- 
tion'' in it, and from these he refreshes his flagging 
energies and drooping spirits. Such, says the Psalm, 
" go' from strength to strength ; every one of them in 
Zion appeareth before God." 

I have shown you what " the weUs of salvation" are ; 
sources of comfort they are, of consolation and happiness, 
from whence the believer may refresh himself, and re- 
ceive, as it were, new life into his soul. 

Now what I want to say is this : The text speaks of 
" drawing water' out of these " wells of salvation ;" of 
drawing it, that is, of course, and drinking it. This, 
then, is just what many good Christian persons fail to 
do. The wells are there, straight before them, round 
about them in their heavenward path. From those wells 
they might draw refreshing draughts; but instead of 
that they sigh, and make themselves unhappy, and pass 
on in their way to glory, not in joy and peace, but in 
gloom and sorrow. There is no occasion for this at all. 

There is abundance in salvation itself, (as I have ex- 
plained it this afternoon,) and in " the things which 
accompany salvation ;" there is abundance, T say, in aU 
that to make the Christian truly happy, if he will only 
make right use of it, though he pass through " a vale of 
tears." 

The fault is as I have already hinted; the fault is that 
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many of God's people lose sight of what is called a 
present salvation. They think that salvation means 
heaven ; that they are to be saved hy and by, at the 
hour of death. They forget that they are saved noiv, 
that salvation is a. present thing, that it is theirs already, 
for their comfort and joy, during the years of their life. 

Take the several things, the parts, so to speak, of sal- 
vation, that I have mentioned to-day. A present deli- 
verance from the wrath of Grod ; a present assurance of 
eternal rest and glory in the life to come ; a present deli- 
verance also from the power of sin and Satan. Then 
take " the things also which accompany salvation ;" the 
constant presence of our God; the indweUing of the 
Comforter ; the love which God has for us ; the mercies 
and blessings which the people of God receive day by 
day from above ; as well as all the precious privileges of 
the throne of grace and the mercy-seat. Kemember that 
you have all this now. These are " the wells of salva- 
tion." Let a man only draw from them, and he cannot 
fail to be happy^ 

IV. This, then, brings us to the last point in the text : 

it is WITH JOY THAT THE BELIEVER DRAWS WATER FROM 

THESE WELLS. So it is, my brethren; so it must be. 
There is joy, a holy joy, a lasting joy, in knowing that 
salvation, with all its blessed accompaniments, is already 
ours. There are times, many times, when we need en- 
couragement. At these times let us betake ourselves to 
" the wells of salvation,'' with which we are constantly 
surroimded, and which never run dry. There let us re- 
fresh ourselves with joyful and holy thoughts concerning 
our many spiritual blessings. This will fill our hearts 

H 
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with joy and peace ; and thus when we meet the enemy 
of our souls in close conflict, it will be with " the helmet 
of salvation" shining brightly on our heads. 

I have lately spoken to you, my brethren, in several 
sermons, on subjects that are more deeply spiritual. I 
have done so from a feeling and conviction that that is 
the great want of all of us. We do want to be more 
spiritually minded^ and to have our thoughts more holy, 
more heavenly, more mrely fixed upon eternal things 
than they are. If this be not so, if heavenly things oc- 
cupy but a small comer of our hearts, how then can we 
be ready for heaven, with " our loins girded, and our 
lights burning," should the call come to any one of us ? 

Try to live nearer, ask for Kght to see more clearly 
with the eye of faith into the things of the invisible 
world. Think upon those things, you who are Christ's, 
you who know Him, you who love Him. So will your 
spiritual life be far brighter, and your life on earth alto- 
gether much happier ; and thus, as you pass on in your 
journey, you shall " go from strength to strength ;" for 
then the good promise of the text shall be fulfilled in 
you, " With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of 
salvation!* 



SERMON XII. 

FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH. 

Psalm Ixxxiv. 7. 

** They go from strength to strength ; every one of them in Zion 

appeareth before Qod." 

There are differeijt opinions as to the time when, and 
the person by whom, this Psalm was written. Some 
think the author of it was David^ at the time when for 
a season he was driven from his throne by Absalom. 
Others think the Psalm must have been written at some 
considerably later period by one of the Jewish captives in 
Babylon. There are argmnents in favour of both views. 
However this may be, and whoever was the writer, the 
meaning and object of the Psalm is not at all difficult to 
discover. 

If you look into it, you will see at once that it is about 
God's tabernacle and the courts of His house. You will 
also see that the Psalm was written by one who was at 
that time absent from the enjoyment of the privileges of 
the sanctuary. In the 1st vefse he says, " How ami- 
able" (that is, how lovable) "are thy tabernacles, 
Lord of hosts!" In the 2d verse, he speaks of the 
" longing of his soul," yea, even of the " fainting" of his 
Boul, " for the courts of the Lord." Then in the 3d 
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verse, we have the writer even envying the birds which 
built under the eaves of the houses, or in the trees round 
about the tabernacle : " Yea, the sparrow hath found an 
house, and the swallow a nest for herself where she may 
lay her young, even thine altars, Lord of hosts, my 
King, and my God/' From all this it is quite evident 
that the writer of the Psalm was enduring compulsory 
absence from the sanctuary of God, and that his mind 
was fretting because of that absence. 

If, however, we look further on, we shall find, I think, 
that the psalmist had something more on his mind than 
the mere absence from the earthly tabernacle. His 
thoughts were no doubt turned upon the heavenly temple 
in the Zion above ; for after giving certain marks of God's 
people, and describing their journey heavenward, by 
comparing it with the journey of those who went up to 
worship at God's house, he says of all those heavenward 
travellers, " They go from strength to strength ; every 
one of them in Zion appeareth before God,'* 

The words of the text, then, being written by the in- 
spiration of the Holy Spirit, we may take them as a 
promise, — a promise made concerning those who are 
described in the few verses before the text. We will 
consider, 

I. The persons described ; and, 
II. The promise concerning them. 

I. The description of those who are indeed God'is 
people appears to commence with the 4th verse. 

1. " Blessed are they that dwell in Thy hotcse ; they 
wUl he still praising Thee!' That is, " they will be 
altvays praising Thee." " Blessed are they that dwell ia 
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Thy house." Perhaps he here refers, in the first place, 
to the priests and Levites who, we know, were constantly 
about the tabernacle. In the time to come, my brethren, 
in the eternal ages after death, we who are Christ's shall 
be even as they are ; only with this difference, that we 
shall dwell in the temple " not made with hands," the 
temple of God in heaven. There is, however, a sense in 
which believers may " dwell in God's house," even here 
below. I mean that state, so to speak, of heaven begun 
upon earth. Just as it was with those Israelite wor- 
shippers who went up to Jerusalem to worship, their 
hearts were at their journey s end, while they themselves 
were yet on the road, so it is with the believer now. He 
is not yet in heaven; but his mind and thoughts are 
there. His " life is even now hid with Christ in God." 

The condition of mind that I speak of is that of holy 
nearness. Some Christians walk much nearer to God 
than do others. Not that they are any the less cheerful : 
(indeed my own observation has been that they are far 
more cheerful:) but in all their thoughts, words, and 
works, it is quite plain to be seen that they are living 
nearer than many others do who have the same gospel 
hopes. 

That state of holy nearness, in which heavenly things 
are constantly present to the mind, is a state to be aimed 
at ; for it is heaven begun upon earth ; it is, so to speak, 
as though you " dwelt" even now, ** in God's house!' 
" One thing have I desired of the Lord," says David, 
" that will I seek after ; that I may dwell in the house 
of the Lord all the days of my life." We might aim at 
this more than we do. We might live nearer on week- 
days, by oftener lifting up our hearts in silent prayer. 
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How much nearer also might we come on Simdays, when 
met together in this church ! , You become so accus- 
tomed to the church service, my brethren, that you are 
not sufficiently alive to its exquisite beauties. Take, for 
instance, our " Te DeumJ' We chant it on Sunday 
mornings. Look at that canticle, and examine it verse 
by verse. Do all our congregation rise up after the read- 
ing of the first lesson, and with one burst of holy wor- 
ship, do they put forth those admirable words, "We 
praise thee, God; we acknowledge thee to be the 
Lord ?" Then are their hearts in that service, as they 
further declare that " heaven and earth are full of the 
majesty of Grod's glory ;" that " the glorious company of 
the apostles," " the goodly fellowship of the prophets," 
" the noble army of martyrs praise Him ;" and that " the 
Holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge 
God," as " the Father of an infinite majesty. His hon- 
ourable, true, and only Son, also the Holy Ghost, the 
Comforter?" 

Then look at the beautiful prayers in our Litany ser- 
vice ; that we may be ** delivered, by our Eedeemer s 
agony and bloody sweat, by His cross and passion, by 
His precious death and burial, by His glorious resurrec- 
tion and ascension, and by the coming of the Holy 
Ghost!" 

Oh, if we entered into all this with true and unfeigned 
hearts, how much nearer might we come to God on the 
Simday, and how much more closely might we live and 
walk with Him during the ensuing week I Then our 
hearts, and minds, and inmost thoughts would be in that 
good state of which the passage before us speaks ; we 
should be spiritually ^^ dwelling in God's house;'' we 
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should be " alioays praising Eim!' Such is one mark 
of God's people given in the Psalm before us. 

2. The 5th verse, then, tells us further, that " (heir 
strength is in God," " Blessed is the man whose strength 
is in Thee." The psalmist has just spoken of those who 
" dwell in God's house ;" by which, as I have shown, he 
probably meant the priests and Levites, whose home the 
sanctuary might almost be said to be ; for they dwelt 
round about it, and some of them, like Eli and Samuel, 
in it. In these two next verses, then, his thoughts are 
apparently turned upon those who had to come to wor- 
ship /rom a distance. The 23d chapter of Exodus tells 
us that " three times in a year all the males were to 
appear be/ore God.'' They were to present themselves 
before Him "in the place which He should choose;" 
that is, wherever His tabernacle or temple was at the 
time of that appearing. Now, many of those worship- 
pers, of course, came from far ; and those who were verj^ 
poor would have to go on foot. They would conse- 
quently become very weary and tired before their jom-ney 
was accomplished. Can you not imagine that some of 
them might, likely enough, have been inclined to turn 
back before reaching the house of God ? And yet, you 
see, they did not turn back ; but, weary and footsore, 
they pursued their journey in obedience to God's com- 
mand, and for the sake of meeting with Him at the end 
of it. 

" ITieir strength was in Hirri," He had commanded 
them so to journey to His house, and He would provide 
for them by the way. 

What a picture we have here, my brethren, of our 
own journey through life I We are on our way to wor- 
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ship in the temple above in answer to God's call, in 
obedience to His command, and yet at times we find the 
journey a long and weaiy one " Blessed, then, is the 
man whose strength^'' as he journeys heavenward, " w wi 
God" That is, he relies in the goodness of Him who 
has called him to provide for all his wants. 

Our great spiritual want, as we pass through life, is 
spiritual strength, or, as the Bible often calls it, " grace." 
We want to be held in Grod's hand, to be protected, 
shielded, guided, and safe in Him. When we are op- 
pressed by Satan, or cast down by any passing sorrows, 
we want to feel that there is a refuge for us in God. 
There is that refuge. Thus David says, " God is our 
refuge and strength, a veiy present help in trouble." So 
the Saviour himself says to St Paul, with reference to 
that " thorn in the flesh," " My grace is sufficient for 
thee ; for my strength is made perfect in weakness." 

Now, my brethren, it is for us to throw ourselves upon 
that offered strength. Not to trust iq any way to our 
own resoiKces and abilities ; but, as the Scripture says, 
" casting all our care upon Him, for He careth for us." 
The verse before us tells us that such are " blessed" 
This, then, is another mark of God's own people, — 
" their strength is in Him" 

3. Let us pass on. "Blessed is the man in whose 
heart are the ways of them, whOy passing through the 
valley of Baca, make it a well; the rain also Jilleth the 
pools" Here again the psalmist is using figurative lan- 
guage. He is still describing the journey of those who 
were on their way to worship God at His house. The 
Hebrew word, ^^Bax^a" means '^weeping" It was a 
name given to a certain long and tedious valley through 
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which certain of those worshippers had to pass on their 
way to Grod's house. It appears, from all accounts, to 
have been a very hot, dry, and parched valley, lying 
towards the south. It was probably on this account, 
because of the extreme weariness to those who toiled 
through it on foot ; it was probably for this reason that 
the valley was. called the " volley of weeping J* You 
can easily imagine the arrival at the entrance to that 
hot, dry vaUey, of a number of pilgrims already weary 
with their long march. Many of them would doubtless 
complain and weep as they passed through it, with the 
burning sim striking down upon their heads. A true 
picture this, again, of life on earth, and of our pilgrimage 
to heaven diu-ing life ! I told you last Simday how this 
world is sometimes poetically called a " vdU of tear 8 J' 
Some lives are brighter than others ; stiU we must not 
forget the apostles' words, when they tell us that 
"through much tribulation we must enter into the 
kingdom of God." If a person has no trials of any kind, 
it well becomes him to ask seriously, whether or not he 
can be indeed one of God's people; for does not the 
Bible tell us that " whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son in whom He delighteth ? " Leav- 
ing out of the question temporal trials, the cares and 
worries of life, there are, at least, spiritual trials, of 
which every spiritual mind must have experience. Our 
continued sinfulness, for instance. We thought we 
loved God, and that we would do anything for Him; 
and yet, when the temptation comes, we scarcely hesi- 
tate, perhaps, to dishonour His holy name. Then, the 
Christian is oppressed by his own attachment to earthly 
things. His spirit is chained down and cannot rise, as 
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at times it would. He feels how cold his heart is, and 
how little he is interested in the things of eternity, com- 
pared with what he might be. There are trials in all 
this ; and then, add to it all the sorrows of other kinds 
through which many have to pass. The psalmist was 
not wrong when, in his own mind, he likened this life to 
that " valley of weeping" in the land of Palestine. 

But now mark how sorrow may be turned into joy, 
(and here the comparison in the Psalm is beautiful.) 
Those who passed through that valley on their way to 
God's house ^^ made it a well; the rain also filled the 
pools!' It is said that in that hot and thirsty valley 
pools were dug, and large cisterns placed for the benefit 
of travellers. God in mercy sent down the rain from 
heaven. That rain filled those pools and cisterns ; and 
thus the dry and thirsty valley — ^the valley that was 
called " the valley of weeping" — was turned, as it were, 
into a " loell^' from whence those weary ones might draw 
and drink. Had it not been for that, they could hardly 
have passed safely through it. 

And, my brethren, is it not just so with us ? What 
would be, indeed, " a vale of tears," and little else, is 
made into a refreshing ** well^' by those abundant and 
reviving blessings which God showers down upon us out 
of heaven. 

"I spoke to you on Sunday last concerning " the wells 
of salvation!' They are everywhere round about us on 
our passage heavenward — they are full of blessings, both 
spiritual and temporal — they are for our refreshment by 
the way. If we constantly draw water out of them, then 
do our sorrows vanish, and at once our trials are turned 
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into joys. Thus that scripture is fulfilled, " The bless-* 
ing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and He addeth no 
sorrow with it." 

Such is the description given in the Psalm before us 
of those who are on their way to God. They walk with 
Him very closely; so that, figiu-atively speaking, they 
may be said to " dwell in His house," As they pass on, 
" their strength is in Him;" and though their way lie 
right through a *' vale of tears," they are ever cheerful 
and happy ; for " the valley of weeping " is tm-ned into 
a " loell" and the rain of God's abundant blessing ^^ fills 
for them the pools" that are dug to receive it. 

II. We come, then, now to the promise of the text. 
** They" (that is, those whom the preceding verses have 
already described) — " they go from strength to 
strength; every one of them in Zion appeareth 
before God." 

1. In the first place, " they go fi^om strength to 
strength" You wiU imderstand the meaning of the 
expression, " from strength to strength," if you remem- 
ber, as I told you just now, that in that " valley of 
weeping" there were pools dug and cisterns placed. 
These reservoirs of water were, of course, not all close ' 
together, but with a space, perhaps a considerable space, 
between each. The pilgrim, therefore, bound for God's 
house, would refresh himself at one pool, and then push 
on for the next. Thus he would go, as it were, ^^from 
strength to strength" and so be carried safely through 
the long hot valley, — a beautiful picture, again, of the 
Christian s journey heavenward ! He, too, goes in like 
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manner ^^from strength to strength!' There are two 
other expressions something like this in the Bible ; and 
both of them, as well as this in om- text, tell us of the 
progressive nature of the Christian s jomney from earth 
to heaven. One of those two expressions is where the 
apostle speaks of " the righteousness of Grod" being re-' 
vealed ^\from faith to faiths The other is where the 
same apostle speaks of our " beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord," and being " changed," as we behold 
it, " into the same image /rom glory to glory!' As your 
heart comes more and more under the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, " the righteousness of God becomes revealed 
to jOM from faith to faith!' As you continue to study 
and ** behold the glory of the Lord," in proportion as 
that glory is revealed to you, so are you yourself 
" changed into the same image from glory to glory!' 
So, in like maimer, as you pass on from one pool to an- 
other, filled, all of them, with Gk)d's blessing, you '^go 
from strength to strength!' 

2. But, once more ; the text contains a further pro- 
mise, relating not to this life, but to the next, " Every 
one of them in Zion appeareth before God!' Eeference 
is here made, you see, to the custom of which I spoke a 
short time ago. Every male in Israel was to appear 
before God at His tabernacle or temple three times a 
year. So says the prophet Zechariah, " It shall be that 
whoso will not come up of aU the famiUes of the eartL 
unto Jerusalem, to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, 
even upon them shall be no rain!' Now, bear in mincL 
that the psalmist had in his thoughts this appearing at? 
God's house. Every one of those who "went," as w& 
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have seen, "from strength to strength," every one of 
them safely reached his journey s end, and " appeared 
before God." Did the psahnist's thoughts stop there ? 
Did they go no further than that earthly sanctuary, as 
he wrote this Psahn? Best assured of it, my brethren, 
that he was comparing heavenly things with earthly. 
Just as every pilgrim worshipper, who ** went from 
strength to strength," appeared at last before God in 
Zion, so did the psalmist mean that all God s true ser- 
vants would appear before Him at the last in the Zion 
above. 

There is no doubt that this is so. If you are Chrisf s, 
redeemed by Him, washed by Him from siq, sanctified 
by the power of His Spirit, then your mind becomes 
spiritual — ^then you walk more closely with God — then 
" your strength is in Him" — then you receive from God 
countless refreshings iq the way of eternal blessings. 
As you pass through this " vale of tears," you make it a 
well, the rain from heaven " fills before you the pools ;" 
and, then, if this be so, the promise is sure ; you shall 
" go from strength to strength,'' until at last you " appear 
before God in the Zion above!' 

Brethren, is that so ? The way to heaven lies open 
before you ; are you walking rightly in it ? Is yours a 
walk with God ? As you pass on, are you the receiver 
of spiritual blessings? and are you conscious of going 
"from strength to strength," "from faith to faith," 
"from glory to glory?" Oh, examine yourselves and 
see. Look deep down iato the inmost recesses of your 
thoughts and feelings. Are they sanctified? are they 
hallowed ? 
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By the state and condition of your own mind — I mean, 
as to whether or not it is wrought upon by God's Holy 
Spirit, and blessed with His presence — ^by the state and 
condition of your own mind you may know for certain 
whether or not you are on your way to " appear before 
God in the Zion above" 



SEKMON XIII. 

THE STARS. 

Dan. xii. 3. 

'' And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament ; 
and they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars for ever and 
ever." 

• 

It is strange how soon we become accustomed to the 
sight of those things which we often see. So accus- 
tomed do we become to the sight of many bright and 
beautiful objects, that in a short time we ahnost fail to 
appreciate their brightness and glory. 

This is true concerning ahnost every part of that lovely 
creation which we see around us. Our Lord, for instance, 
once called attention to the glorious dress with which 
God had clothed the grass of the field ; and yet, as the 
mower passes over that grass with his scythe, how sel- 
dom does he think of its beauty I So with lovely scenery. 
The stranger who visits some of the world's most pictu- 
resque spots is at once struck with their beauty ; and 
long does he feast his eyes upon the grand white cliffs, 
the moimtain steeps, the wooded valleys, the peaceful 
lake, or the shady forest glen ; but those who dwell in 
these spots soon cease to be attracted by their loveliness. 

The same may be said of the sun and moon. How 
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cheering to us is their light 1 and yet how few of us are 
sufficiently interested in those heavenly luminaries to 
care to think much about them I 

Our text contains in it an allusion to the stars. Oh, 
how bright is the glory of those stars ! Walk abroad at 
night, and look up at them, as God bid Abraham do ; 
and then, if ever, you will feel your own littleness. Who 
can tell us what they are, or why it is that they shine ? 
Well does David say, " When I consider Thy heavens, 
the work of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which 
Thou hast ordained ; what is man, that Thou art mindful 
of him ? or the son of man, that Thou visitest him ?" 

In the figurative language of the Bible, the stars are 
often used as similitudes, by which to figure forth to us 
many things that have to do with our salvation. 

It may not be unprofitable if we just look at some of 
those similitudes this evening. 

I. In the 5th chapter of Judges we find mention made 
of the stars in their courses fighting for Israel against 
their enemies. " They fought from heaven," says De- 
borah in her song ; " the stars in their courses fougU 
against SiseftaJ' 

The aUusion there is, doubtless, to those bright armies 
of heaven s angels which fight for the people of God. 
When Elisha's servant was afraid, on seeing the city of 
Dothan compassed about by the Syrians, the young man's 
eyes were opened in answer to the prophet's prayer ; and 
then he saw the mountain full of horses and chariots of 
fire round about his master. Brethren, look up at the 
sky on a starlight night, and see if you can coimt those 
lamps of heaven! Like them, the bright armies of 
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heaven's angelic hosts are looking down upon your path, 
fighting for you against the prince of darkness, and 
shielding you from the fury of his attacks. ^^ Are they 
not all ministering spirits" mjs the apostle, " sent forth 
to minister for them which shall be heirs of salvation f 

II. Again : our Lord and Saviour Himself is in the 
Bible compared to a star. So Balaam prophesied con- 
cerning " the Star that should come out of Jacob.'' 
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, His star appeared 
in the east, and guided the wise men on their way to 
worship Him. So, too, the Saviour says of HimseK, *' I 
am the root and the oflfspring of David, the bright and 
morning Star'* The meaning of that is, that our Lord 
Jesus Christ is not only full of light in HimseK, but that 
He is able also to impart that light to them that believe 
on His name. Thus we read concerning Christ, that 
" the light shineth in darkness, but the darkness com-^ 
prehended it not." We read again concerning Christ, 
that " they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, 
upon them hath the light shined." So the Saviour says 
concerning him whom He enlighteneth, " He that over- 
cometh, I will give him the morning star;" and once 
again, " I am come a light into the world, that whosoever 
believeth in me should not abide in darkness" 

III. Then, too, the commencement of the Holy Spirit's 
work within the believer is likened in the Bible to the ris- 
ing of the day-star in the heart So St Peter says, " We 
have also a more sure word of prophecy ; whereunto ye 
do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in 

a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise 

1 
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in your hearts," The allusion there is exceedingly beau- 
tiful ; and the meaning of it is this. Most of the stars 
that you see overhead are fixed stars. They may be 
kno^vn by their twinkling. Amongst these you may 
have observed other brighter ones, that do not twinkle. 
These rise and set, like the sim and moon. They also 
appear in the heavens at different times in the night, 
according to their rising and setting. These are called 
tli^ planets. 

Now, those of you who are accustomed to rise early, 
and set out for your work on a cold winter s morning 
while it is yet dark, you may have observed a very bright 
planet shining forth in the sky, near to the spot where 
the sun will rise. That bright planet is called the planet 
Venus. For some time during the winter season Venus is 
a morning star, and is to be seen brightly shining shortly 
before the dawn. So St Peter would liken the first 
commencement of the Holy Spirit's work within the be- 
liever to the rising of that morning star, which heralds 
in the coining dawn, when Christ " the Sun of Kight- 
eousness" shall shine brightly on that heart. . 

IV. Again: we come now to a more strange and 
seemingly unlikely comparison; and yet it is a very 
touching one. St Jude likens the case of a lost one, — so 
lost that he speaks of him as being " twice dead," — St 
Jude likens such a one to " a wandering star!^ " Wan- 
dering stars," he says, " to whom is reserved the black'' 
ness of darkness for ever," No state can, apparently, be 
a more lost state than that. " Clouds," he says, " with- 
out water; trees whose fruit withereth, twice dead, 
plucked up by the roots ; raging waves of the sea, foam- 
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ing out their own shame ; wandering stars, to whom is 
rese^^ed the blackness of darkness for ever" The image 
is a sad one. It is perhaps taken from the flight of the 
meteor, which some have thought to be a falling star. 
That meteor appears to us just as though it were a 
star fallen from its place. It shoots across the star-lit 
heavens, and in a moment it is gone, we know not 
whither, — perhaps into unknown regions where the 
blackness of darkness eternally reigns. To this the 
apostle would compare some who, to all appearance at 
least, are hopelessly lost. 

Now, mark, these lost ones are called " stars." They 
have once been enlightened. They have shone with a 
light divine ; and yet that light is to be lost at last in 
*'the blackness of darkness for ever." We are here 
almost necessarily led to that most difficult of all passages 
in the 6th chapter of Hebrews. The apostle there says, 
** It is impossible for those who were once enlightened, 
and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made par- 
takers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word 
of God, and the powers of the world to come, if they 
shall fall away, [it is impossible] to reneiv them again 
unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the 
Son of God afresh, and put Him to an open shame." 
Terribly sounding words those, my brethren ; and on first 
reading them, many have said, " Then there is no hope 
at all for those who have once fallen away." 

The passage does not quite say that. The apostle un- 
doubtedly means that it is impossible for himself and 
other ministers to renew them ; but he certainly does not 
say that it is impossible for God to do it. In that pas- 
sage, it is thought that he is referring to the custom of 



1 
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baptizing over again ; and he there says that it cannot 
be. The word " enlightened," in the early days of the 
Christian Church, was used concerning baptism. Bap- 
tized persons were said to be " enlightened," " They 
tasted of the heavenly gift ; they were made partakers 
of the Holy Ghost." 

Now, if such professing Christians fell away after thei- 
open profession of Christianity ; if, after that, they again 
became eitemiea^ and " counted tJie blood of the covenant 
an unholy thing" then it was not in the power, even of 
an apostle, to bring them back again by a second bap- 
tism. The case of all such must be left to the just judg- 
ment and dealings of the Almighty, to whom alone " aU 
things are possible," 

But now, my brethren, if one who has openly professed 
Christianity does fall away like that — (he may have 
been "once enlightened," — ^at any rate, so far as that 
he has dwelt in God's immediate presence, and knows 
" the truth as it is in Jesus :") if such a one goes so far 
as to " trample underfoot the Son of God, and to count 
the blood of the covenxmt an unholy thing" then of such 
a one we can only say that he is like a " wandering 
star," He has fallen from his place in the heavens. He 
is carrying with him what little light he once had into 
unknown regions of eternal darkness ; and unless God in 
mercy save him by His own miraculous power, that man 
is lost, and that for ever. Have we not seen such cases 
ourselves, — cases where all light seemed gone, where no 
glimmer of it, apparently, ever returned, but such a one 
died as he had lived ; and so, whatever light he might 
have had once, went out, as it seemed to us at least, in 
the darkness of an eternal night ? 
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Brethren, beware of that ! You who may be sinning 
against light and knowledge, you may be even now like 
that wandering, falling star. You may already have 
fallen from your place in God's spiritual firmament; 
and, unless He put forth His hand to save, your light 
may go out at last in eternal darkness. 

V. Let us come, then, now to the image of the text : 
" They that be wise shall shine as the brightness 

OF THE firmament; AND THEY THAT TURN MANY TO 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, AS THE STARS FOR EVER AND EVER." 

In this passage, on which I am especially to speak this 
evening, — ^in this passage, God's own people are likened 
to the stars,— not yaZZe/^, not wandering stars, but stars 
remaining in their places^ and shining as lights upon 
this dark world. 

By ^'the brightness of tJie Jirmament*' the prophet 
probably meant that general brilliancy which appears 
collectively overhead on a starlight night ; and by this 
we may perhaps understand the light with which God's 
people shine together, in a body ; and then, by the pro- 
phet's mention of " the stars" we may perhaps under- 
stand that distinct light with which eaxih believer sepa- 
rately shines as an individual member of that body. 

Now let us notice, 

1. Who it is of whom the text tells vs that they shall 
shine ; and then, 

2. How it is that they shine, 

1. The text speaks, you observe, of ^Hhem that be 
wise" and of " them that turn many to righteousness" 

(1.) First, " they that be wise," " The fear of the 
Lord" says the Proverb, " is the beginning of wisdom," 
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The man, therefore, who lives m the fear of the Lord, 
that man is a wise man. Again, we read in the 9th 
chapter of Proverbs, that " the knowledge of the holy is 
understanding'* That is, the knowledge which those 
have who are holy, that is understanding, it is toisdom. 

How can a man fear God ? By coming near to Hun 
through the blood of the Eedeemer s cross. How can a 
man become holy? By being brought near to God 
through the atoning power of that same blood, and by 
the sanctification of the Holy Spirit. These have " the 
knowledge of the holy:'' and oh, what is that knowledge? 
It consists of eternal things revealed, and of the counsels 
of the Most High laid open within the heart of the re- 
newed man. This knowledge is tvisdom; and they who 
have it are " wise," 

(2.) The text also speaks of " them that turn many to 
righteousness" " Let a man know," says St James, 
" that he that converteth a sinner from the error of his 
way, shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a mul- 
titude of sins." Oh, what a thing is it upon which to 
look back, to have saved even one soul from death! 
There are those whose privilege it has been to save an- 
other's life, when that other has been in danger of drown- 
ing, or the like. In remembrance of that act once done, 
a medal is given to such a one by the Eoyal Humane 
Society. Such a one looks back upon that act with 
pleasure all the days of his life. How far greater is the 
deed of him who " converts the sinner from the error of 
his way," who thus " saves a soul from death," and 
thereby " hides a multitude of sins." Brethren, that is 
what we should all endeavour to do. Opportunities 
occur if we watch for them ; opportunities of speaking a 
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word in season to the ignorant and erring. That word 
spoken in season may be the means of bringing such a 
one to Christ, and of planting within him " the know- 
ledge of the holy." Oh that this happy privilege may 
be accorded to us^ — ^that we may be amongst those who 
not only are " wise'' themselves, but who " turn many to 
righteousness ! " 

2. Let us look, then, at what is said of these in the 
text. " They shall shine'' " They shall shine as the 
Irrightness of the firmximent, and as the stars for ever and 
ever." 

(1.) First, God's own true servants " shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament" It means that general 
brightness, that blaze of light that meets the eye, when 
you look upward on a starlight night. So bright is the 
glory at times in certain parts of the heavens, that it 
almost seems as though thousands of separate stars were 
joined together in one ; and thus their separate lights are 
blended together. So it is with the blessed company of 
God's people. His wise ones, those who have sought and 
found salvation in Christ. They shin^ together through- 
out the world. That separate light with which God has 
caused each one to shine, those separate lights are blended 
into one. They " shine before men," that by their shin- 
ing the eternal God may be glorified. Thus we say in 
that almost matchless part of our morning service, *' The 
glorious company of the apostles praise Thee, The 
goodly fellowship of the prophets praise Thee, The 
noble army of martyrs praise TJiee, The holy Church 
throughout all the world doth a<iknowledge Thee ; the 
Father of an infinite majesty ; Thine honourable, true, 
and only Son ; also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter." 
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(2.) But the text also says, that " they that turn many 
to righteousness, shall shine as the stars for ever and 
ever." By this we may understand, perhaps, as I have 
said, the separate and individual shining of each true 
servant of Christ. Brethren, we have here a very pre- 
cious promise for all who do work for God, One who is 
himself ** wise unto salvation," will try to make others 
wise also. Here is one good test whereby you may try 
the reality of your own discipleship. Are you anxious 
that others should be saved,— saved from wrath, saved 
from death, and saved from the power of sin ? Do you, 
then, make endeavours that others may be saved ? Do 
you try yourseK to *' turn many to righteousness f" Then 
look upward on a clear night, and take to yourself the 
promise of the text in all its fulness, " They that turn 
many to righteousness shall shine as the stars for ever 
and ever." That is, they shall be knotvn in the midst of 
this dark world ; for they shall shine with a light from 
heaven. They shall be known to their God. They shall 
be known to the world. They shall be known also to 
each other ; and thus the words of the psalmist shall be 
true in them, " They that fear Thee will be glad when 
they see me, because I have hoped in Thy word" 

Then mark, too, that the light with which God's own 
people collectively and individually shine never goes out 
The words of the text are, ^^for ever and ever" Not 
only shall they shine here amongst their fellows in the 
midst of an evil world, but they whose happy lot it has 
been to " turn many to righteousness," shall shine here- 
after also in a brighter world than this ; for, says the 
text, they '* shall shine as the stars ybr ever and ever" 

We have had under consideration this evening one of 
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the most glorious, the most wonderful, the most myste- 
rious parts of God's creation. How little are we able to 
enter into the full meaning of those few simple words in 
the 1st chapter of Genesis, " He made the stars also ! " 
Though, however, we know not what they are, let us 
remember the interesting and solemn instructions which 
are drawn from them in the Bible. 

When you think of the countless number of those 
bright lights in the sky, remember the Scriptiu*e compa- 
rison between them and heaven s bright angels who fight 
for the people of God. Bemember also how the bright 
and shining star is an emblem of Him who " came as a 
light into the world, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not abide in darkness." Then, as you go forth 
to your work on the cold winter's morning, look for that 
bright planet near to the sim's rising ; and, when you see 
it, bethink you of St Peter s beautiful comparison of the 
" day-star rising in the heart." When you see what is 
commonly called the falling or shooting star, let it re- 
mind you of the sad condition of those wanderers who 
were " once enlightened," but '^ for whom is reserved the 
blackness of darkness for ever." 

And then, lastly, as you cast your eyes upward, and 
behold the heavens, spangled as they are with all those 
innumerable lamps of fire, remember the glorious pro-^ 
mise of the text, " They that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament ; and tJwy that turn nmny to 
righteousness, as the stars for ever and ever" 



SEEMON XIV. 

TIME AND ETERNITY. 

2 Cor. v. 1. 

" For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dis- 
solved, we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens." 

Do you ever stop, my brethren, to ask the solemn ques- 
tions, "What are my prospects as regards eternity?" 
and " Am I getting ready for the eternal world ?" 

In the words before us we have the apostle Paul giving 
utterance to his own glorious hope. He looks upon his 
life on earth. He then takes a bright view of eternity ; 
and, as he does so, he says of himseK and his fellow- 
believers, in triumphant language, " We know that if our 
earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have 
a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens,'* 

If you look closely at the text, you will perceive how 
the apostle is contrasting and comparing the believer s 
present state on earth with his after state in heaven; 
and it is to this same vivid contrast that I wish to draw 
your attention this morning. Life on earth he compares 
to a man living in a tabernacle or tent. Life in heaven 
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he likens to a man dwelling in " a building of God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." 

Let us take each figure separately, and thus we shall 
be able to contrast the two together. 

I. In the first place, then, the text likens our sojourn- 
ing upon earth to a man's living in a tabernacle or 

TENT. 

Let us just follow up the imagery here made use of, 
and see how good the comparison is. And, as we do so> 
let me ask you to remember (in order to give force to 
the figure here used) that the apostle Paul was himself 
by trade a tentmaker. 

1. In the first place, then, a tent can only be a tem- 
porary dweUing-place. You can hardly call a tent a 
home. Its very materials tell plainly enough that it 
cannot last for a very long time. All here present must 
be quite familiar with the way in which a tent is made. 
It is but a canvass covering stretched upon poles, and 
fixed to the ground by pegs and ropes. How soon must 
those light materials wear away, and that covering be 
useless and gone! So it is with man upon earth. 
" Man that is bom of a woman," says Job, " is of few 
days : he cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down ; 
he fieeth also as a shadow, and continueth not." 

All around us seems to teach us that the things of 
earth and the life of man are but for a time. You may 
see this lesson graven, as it were, on every created thing. 
Go to the sea-shore, and observe that lofty cliff above 
your head. Come again in a short time, and its appear- 
ance has changed. Many a large mass of rock has fallen 
from it, and been swallowed up in the waters that rage 
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below. Or, take the oak of the forest. It grows and 
spreads forth its noble boughs, while its tnrnk increases 
in thickness. Year after year, as the spring time comes 
round, does that oak put forth its leaves, and is clad in 
its summer dress ; but if your life were long enough to 
observe with your own eyes the history of that tree, you 
would behold it by and by putting forth fewer leaves, 
until at last those leaves would cease altogether. The 
sap would rise no more, the root would die, the trunk 
would rot, the bark would fall off, and then all would 
crumble away in decay. All these things may be re- 
garded as pictures of the life of maa Even the strong 
and hearty, like that rock which seemed as if no power 
could move it, must, nevertheless, fall at last. The rich 
who have every earthly comfort, the poor and the wan- 
dering outcast who has no home, the feeble and the 
strong, are aU of them but strangers and sojourners on 
this earth ; they, as it were, dwell in tents. And, my 
brethren, this was the great lesson wl^ch the Lord was 
always mindful to teach His people Israel. For forty 
years they dwelt in tents in the wilderness, and passed 
through a land not their own. When, too, they had 
arrived at the land of Canaan, even then they were con- 
tinually reminded by the feast of tabernacles that they 
were but sojourners upon earth* On the 15th day of 
the 7th month all Israel had to turn out of their houses 
and homes, and to dwell in tents or booths for seven 
days. 

So, too, it was with Abraham. In that same land of 
Canaan, to which the children of Israel were afterwards 
brought, we are told that he dwelt " cw a stranger," He 
did not build himself a house, nor dwell in a city, like 
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his nephew Lot. We often read of his tent^ which he 
moved about from place to place. At one time we find 
that tent at Sichem, then at Bethel ; and after this we 
find the Lord himself, with two angels, paying him a 
visit as he sat in his tent door, which he now had pitched 
in the plains of Mamre. Abraham had a reason for 
thus dwelling in a tent. It was because of his faith in 
things to come. He felt that he was a stranger upon 
earth ; ^'/or he looked ,' we are told, ^^for a city lohich 
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God," 

The same kind of idea seems to have occupied Peter s 
mind as he drew near his end; "knowing," he says, 
" that I must shortly put off this my tabemojcle, even as 
our Lord Jesus Christ hath showed me." Peter knew 
that life on earth was not all ; and so, in glorious expec- 
tation of that better inheritance above, he prepares to 
change his earthly tent for *' the house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens." 

2. Once more : how easily is a tent taken down! How 
soon may it be removed from its place! The owner 
may do it himself in a very short time. It is but the 
work of a few minutes to take up the pegs, to untie the 
ropes, and to fold up the whole together. Not only, 
however, may the owner do it himself, but the blast of 
the desert may do it for him. In this country we know 
but little of a storm. We are not accustomed to see the 
heavens grow suddenly black, and then to behold the 
stoutest trees snapped like withs by the violence of an 
Eastern tornado. At such times the tent of the wander- 
ing Arab is swept away in a moment. 

What a picture does this give us of the life of man, 
and of the imcertainty of its continuance I The sun 
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may be shining forth in its mid-day glory, as liie Arab 
sits in the pleasant shade within the door of his tent ; 
suddenly the storm of the desert is upon him, and he is 
homeless in a moment. So it is with man and his 
earthly tabernacle. It is but slightly fixed and easily 
overthrown. When the time appointed of the Lord has 
come, the blast of the desert in which he dwells will 
arise. No precaution can then save that tent. It must 
be swept away. " What is your life ?" says the apostle. 
^' It is even a vapour that appeareth fen* a little time, 
and then vanisheth away." 

We can think, my brethren, of the past and of the 
present moment, but we know not what shall be to- 
morrow. 

Such is our life on earth as illustrated by the taber- 
nacle in our text. It is like a temporary dwelling-place 
which is easily taken down. 

II. Let us now, secondly, contrast with this what the 
text tells us about the believer s home tn heaven. " We 
know," says the text, " that if our earthly house of this 
tabernacle be dissolved, we have a building of Gody a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens" 

This earthly tabernacle is to be '' dissolved" — ^that is, 
it is to be taken down and done away. Now, when this 
happens, as it will do to all of us sooner or later, what . 
are we to look for ? My dear brethren, here let me re- 
mind you (and I say it with all solemnity) that the 
passage before us speaks of the believer only — of him 
whose hopes of eternal glory are resting solely upon the 
finished work of the Saviour, and who is now living and 
walking as a servant of Christ. The believer's earthly 
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tabernacle is to be " dissolved" The pegs are to be 
torn up. Even the tent of the disciple of Christ is to 
be violently swept away by the storm of the desert ; for 
death, and that often hard and trying, is the appointed 
lot of the disciple, just as it is the lot of the unforgiven. 
The earthly tabernacle of the Lord Himself, we must 
remember, was dissolved by the death of the cross. 

When, then, this earthly tabernacle is dissolved, what 
will become of the believer in Christ ? Will he go and 
pitch a new tent in another world, subject to storm and 
tempest, like the world he has left? Nay, but his 
earthly tabernacle is to be exchanged for " a building of 
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens." 

Oh, think of what that means, — a building of God ! 
The Saviour tells us of the many mansions that are in 
His Father's house. All this speaks of security and rest. 
Those mansions are built and prepared by the Lord 
himself In them the souls of the redeemed will be free 
from care. They will rest in glory with Him, by whose 
blood they have been redeemed and washed from sin. 

And then, too, the text tells us that this building is 
" eternal!' Everything belonging to this present life 
seems stamped with the word " end." Our life on earth 
we know will cease, and all our various earthly employ- 
ments will end with life. When, however, our period 
of sojourning here is ended, then we shall have done 
with the things of time, — ^we shall enter into eternity. 
Those mansions above in the Father s house are eternal. 
In heaven there will be "no more death." The winds 
and storms will have ceased for ever. The floods of 
trial will rise lio more. That building of God cannot 
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be shaken. It is eternal; ^^ an inheritance incorrupt- 
ible and undefiled^ and tkatfadeth not away." 

Then, farther, the text tells ns that it is ^' in the 
heavens" The place and scene of the believer s dwell- 
ing will be changed. It will be no longer on earth, 
but above in heaven. 

It might have pleased our God that the eternal home 
of the saved should be built upon this same earth, after 
it had been cleansed from its defilements. Would not 
the same scenery, however, have somewhat spoiled our 
happiness ? Could we have felt sure that the world had 
been cleansed from sin ; and would not the remembrance 
of our past lives, as well as the sorrows through which 
we ourselves and those dear to us had passed ; would not 
this have somewhat lessened the joy of the saved ? 

Nay, but the eternal home of the redeemed is to be 
far off in another world, where sin and sorrow can never 
come. 

Such is the good prospect of the believer in Christ. 
When his frail tent is taken down, he has "a building 
of Oodf a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
lieavens!' 

I have, then, just a remark or two to make in con- 
clusion, arising out of the subject before us. 

1. In the first place, it is well for the disciple of Christ 
to dwell upon earth a^ in a tent : and the more we can 
realise this the better it will be for us. It is not for om- 
advantage to^a? our dwelling-place upon earth, and to 
make this world our home. 

This is just what many are doing ; but what are the 
consequences of it ? Listen to what the Bible says of 
such like : " Their inward thought is that their houses 
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sliall cwitinue for ever, and their dwelling-places to all 
generations : they call their lands after their own names; 
nevertheless man being in honour dbideth not; he is like 
the beasts that perish," 

Our Lord tells us of one who built large storehouses, 
in which to bestow his fruits and his goods. He had 
ceased to dwell in a tent, and had made this earth the 
place of his rest " ITiat night his soul was required of 
him'' My brethren, it is while our lives are sheltered 
beneath a frail and uncertain tabernacle that we shall 
advance in the way to heaven. If we build ourselves 
houses here, then we lose those mansions of glory in 
heaven. Once get, as many do, to feel established and 
secure upon earth, then the heavenly house not made 
with hands begins to disappear. Oh, let it be with us 
as in the words of the Christian poet — 

" Here in the body pent. 
Absent from God I roam ; 
Yet nightly pitch my moving tent 
A day's march nearer home.*' 

And let those who do sojourn here as in a tent, let 
these take care that even that tent is not too firmly fixed 
to the ground. It is possible to lose the joys of eternity 
through having the affections too much set upon the 
things of earth. Let the tie which connects the soul 
with earthly things be but slight, that when the call is 
given, the soul may be free to rise, and meet its God 
mth joy. 

2. Lastly, let me remind you that it is while we so- 
journ in an earthly tabernacle that our souls have to be 
made ready far eternity. This life is to be one of con- 
tinual progression. The very idea of a tent shows that 

K 
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we are to l)e continually moving. The fieiy cloudy pillar 
moves on before us, and bids us follow. From the cross 
of Christ, from the cleansing foimtain of the Redeemer's 
blood, let us advance in the paths of holiness until, day 
by day, we arrive at fresh stages of our heavenward 
journey. In this way let the tent of the believer be 
moved and pitched and moved again, imtil at last Jor- 
dan's stream divides, and, cleansed from all guilt in the 
blood of the Lamb, he enters heaven. Then the believer 
has gained his rest. His earthly tabernacle, with which 
he has journeyed far, is dissolved. He enters that 
" building ofGod^ the house not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the heavens!' 



THE END. 
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